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TAPED TRANSCRIPT OF 911 CALL
TRACKING #2008-Q20190
AUGUST 11, 2008

OoP - 911 OPERATOR
RK - ROY KRONK

911. What is your emergency?

Hi. I don't have an, | don't, | don't want to. | called the non-emergency line and
somehow got you.

How can | help you, sir?

Uh, 'm a meter reader with Orange County and | had the route today that
included the Anthony’s home.

Uh-huh (agreement).

Okay? And | went down to the school and came back and when | was coming
back | stopped between the two swamp areas there. | don't know if you know
what I'm talking,about or not.

No, but go ahead.

But, there’s a stretch of road there that goes from like (inaudible), part of the road
is down to a school and, and, inv~between’ if on either side there's a swamp and if
you're heading back out towards the main road, uh, on the, uh, left-hand side, in
an area, | noticed something that looks white and there was a, uh, like a gray bag
down in there. | don't know what it is. I'm not telling you it's, you know, it's
Caylee, or anything of that nature. |

Okay. Do?

000741
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[ just don't. Huh?

Do you know what street the Anthony home ison?

Yeah, it's on Good Hope, isn't it?

Okay. Good Homes and what's the nearest intersecting street?

Uh, it's the one it comeé off of Isn't that? It's like, uh, Su, uh, Suburban or
something like that?

Hold on. !just want to bring up the map. Hold on.

‘Cause | just read that. That's the route | have today to read the meters on.
Hold on.

And this could be nothing.

| don't find Good Homes intersecting with Suburban anywhere.

What is? What does it intersect with?

Oh, my God, all kinds, uh.

No, there should only be like three roads it intersects with.

Good Homes Road?

Yeah.

1don't.

The Anthony’s live off of. It's back in that little, uh, subdivision. There's like a
elementary school or something back there.

You don’f know what the name of it is?

Oh, God, no. It's in my GPS though. | might be able to pull it up. Hold on. Do
you see a, um, something, oh, what is that? Hold on. Let me go pull my GPS
up. [Singing] Da, da, da, da, da. It's coming up now.

I'm looking in the phone book.

Loading map. Sorry. Hold on. lt should be up ina second. Three, or two.

GO0
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| have. Is it Anthony house on Holly Street in Zellwood?

No, it should have. Uh, Suburban Drive. It's like. It's, there’s a school at 8701
Suburban Drive, but it's actually at the end of the road, not at the beginning of the
road and, uh, that’s. where the, uh, and their, their road comes off of Suburban
Drive and, uh, | work up at the Curry Ford. You know? It's a, a headquarters
there. Curry Ford. And, uh, we were over there reading that today and, uh.
Okay. |, | have the map now. Okay?

Yeah.

8701 Suburban is in Chickasaw Oaks subdivision.

Yeah, that's the, that's where the school should be.

If you are at the intersecting streets, it's Chickasaw and Lumberton.

Right. If you go. Right. If you go down that road, that's where the school’s at.
In-between from where you can get on to their road at, then down, there's a
swamp area. If you are heading towards the school on the right and left, you are
heading towards the school, it would be on your right-hand side. And there's like
a big swamp area there and there we found a dead, four-foot, uh, eastern,
diamond rattle back there but that's not really the thing. There’s like two little ‘in’
areas you can go and there's a big, long tree laying down and there's a lot of
swamp back in there. Well, back behind one of the trees down there was a gray
bag and then a little bit further up than that, | saw something white. But after |
saw that, uh, four-foot, uh, eastern, diamond rattlesnake, I'm not going in that
property.

Okay. So if you, if, if, i you're going, um, on Suburban.

You are heading down towards the school.

Okay. And it's after Chickasaw on the right-hand side?

3
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(End)

Yeah, there’s a, uh, the road, the road kind of stops and then there's like this; you
go down and there's a six-foot tall fence on the, uh, left-hand side and then the
right-hand side is open, heading towards the school and it's all swamp area on
both sides and it would be on the right-hand side that [, | saw what | saw.

Okay. I'll let ‘'em know.

| appreciate ybu. And, don't forget, | have no idea what it was so, and | don't
want to waste any more of the, the county’s money but I'm just telling you | saw
something.

Not a problem.

Thank you, ma’am.

Thanks. Bye-bye.

Bye-bye.

000044
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TAPED TRANSCRIPT OF 911 CALL
TRACKING #2008-Q20190
AUGUST 12, 2008

oP - 911 OPERATOR

RK - ROY KRONK

Sheriff's office.

Yeah, hi, my name is Roy Kronk. I'm a meter reader with Orange County.
Yesterday, | read the Anthony's route. Uh, uh, we got done and | got done and |
went down. Do you_know where the school is, down there at the bottom of
Suburban?

Uh-huh- (agreement).

[ call this in yesterday and | don't know if this is what ya'll looked at today or not
but, uh, on the way back up | stopped, uh, in the middle there, where there’s a
swamp, there's a, if you are coming out, there would be a fence on the right-hand
side and just open, you know, swamp area on the left-hand side. | went down,
uh, well, [ had to take a, you know, and | went down and there was, behind one
of the trees was a gray, vinyl-like bag, like a pool cover or something like that and
it looked rather suspicious. | didn't touch anything. And then a little bit further up
you can tell where someone ran across with a mower but the weeds were still
real high in that area. There's a fallen tree that looks like someone had tried to
cut on it at one point but there was a white board hanging across the tree and
there was something round and white underneath of it. And, uh, | don't know

what it is but it just didn't look like something that should be there.

1
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Can | have some cross-streets, please?

Uh there is no cross-streets. If you turn on Suburban, go down past, you know,
the first street, go down past the second street, where the roads would turn into.
That goes to their homes. If you go all the way down to the end of Suburban
there's a school down there.

Okay. Suburban and where, sir?

Sir, off, off of Chickasaw. Yeah, it's right, it's like right by the house now. You go
in off of Chickasaw. You go down Suburban. You'll pass; what is it?
Lamberton?

Uh-huh (agreement).

It's the first one and then the second one is Hope Springs and then if you go all
the way down there’s a school there. As you are going down to the school you
are gonna hit a wooded area. If you are going towards the school, on your left-
hand side.

What's the name of the school, sir?

Uh, it's just the elementary school there. | don't know. | just read the meter at it
yesterday. | don't. | didn't really. |just, you know, looked for my meter number.
| really don't pay attention to that, the rest of it. But if you go down there, there’s
a swamp on the left-hand side and there's a fence, about a six-foot high fence
there. On the other side of the road there is another swamp right there and that's
where the gray bag is. It's a little bit down, more towards the school and then the
area it's all right in there. That's also where we found uh, a dead, four-foot, uh,
eastern diamondback rattlesnake and that's why | didn’'t go any further into the
swamp.

Okay. Roy, what's your phone number?

(100046
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Uh, my cell number is_ | work for Orange County Utilities.

Okay. Sir, I'm gonna send this call up and gonna take a look for the bag. | also
have another phone number that | need you to dial. It's a phone number set up
for lanything doing with the Caylee investigation.

Oh, like the TIPS line?

Yes, sir.

I'd really rather would not, being a county employee and all that. That's why I'm
talking to you all.

You can still do it, regardless if you're a county employee. You can remain
anonymous.

Not if they find the freaking body. [Laughs}].

Yes, sir, you can still remain anonymous if they do find a corpse.

Okay. Uh.

Because we definitely need you to contact that number because all information is
compiled there and if anything does come up out of i, Wé will see who else has
also called about it and put it all together.

Okay.

Please do that. Do you have the phone number?

Uh, what is it? Go ahead.

1-800.

Uh-huh (agreement).

423.

All right. Hold on a second. 423.

TIPS.

TIPS. Allright, boss.

)
3
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OP  Thank you, (inaudible). I really appreciate it.

RK  Not a problem, man.

OP  Good-bye.
RK  Bye.
(End)
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TAPED TRANSCRIPT OF 911 CALL
TRACKING #2008-Q20190
AUGUST 13, 2008

oP - 911 OPERATOR

RK - ROY KRONK

Orange County Sheriff's Office. How can [ help you?

Yeah, it's Hidden Oaks Elementary School.

Okay. How can ! help you?

| 1 didn't. Uh, yeah, my name is Roy Kronk. I'm a meter reader with Orange
County. Uh, | have the, | have the Caylee’s route on Monday and there's an area
in-between where Suburban and down at, uh, Hidden Oaks, uh, Elementary.
There is a swamp area that | saw something that | called in a tip the other day
and they said they would dispatch an officer out to me when | got there and I'm |
here.

Your name?

My name is Roy, last name is Kronk, K-R-O-N-K.

Let me have your phone number.

un, I

Okay. And exactly where are they going to meet you? On Suburban? And
what's (inaudible)?
Uh, I'm in-be, I'm in-between, I'm not near any of the roads. I'm just in a, a

swampy area that's between where the Anthony's road starts and the, uh, and

N00049
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(End)

Hidden Oaks. It's. There's no streets here. It's just swamp on either side of the
road.

Okay. Can you go back to the intersection of Suburban and Hope Spring and
wait for them there? s that the nearest intersecting street to where you are?
Yeah if they come around the corner, they can see me sitting here.

Okay. So you're right past Hope Springs?

Right. Yeah. I'm sitting, uh, facing the road in the opposite direction and I'm ina
blue, four-door Cavalier.

All right. I'll have somebody out there as soon as | can.

| thank you.

You have a good day, sir.

You too. Bye.

Bye-bye.

D
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TAPED TRANSCRIPT OF DEPUTY ADRIANA ACEVEDO
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CORPORAL YURI MELICH
CASE NUMBER - 08-74777
- DECEMBER 17, 2008
YM — CORPORAL YURI MELICH
JA — SERGEANT JOHN ALLEN
AA - DEPUTY ADRIANA ACEVEDO |
(Coughs.) Let me shut that.
The date right now is December 17, 2008. The time right now is 2311 hours.
Detective Melich with the Orange County Sheriff's Office. Uh, also present is
Sergeant John Allen, Orange County Sheriff's Office. Also present is Deputy
Adriana Acevedo. Is that right?
Yes sir.
Okay. You're aware this is being recorded?
Yes sir.
Any, any questions about that, or any, any, if, if, you know is that okay with you?
Okay.
Alright. We uh, we asked you to come, | called you earlier tonight, about ten
o’clock, uh, asked if you can come down here. Obviously you jumped on board
and came down about a half an hour. And we had some questions to ask you
specifically about a call that we were investigating a particularly call, or actually
we're investigating several calls in the area. This is one of them. And this one
came out on August 11, 2008. It came in at uh, 0428 hours. Uh, dispatched
0454. I'm just reading off the screen here. And uh, it shows on scene at 0459.

Call number 082242167. And I'm just going to show you the call so we, wé

1
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understand we're looking at the same thing. Is, you're looking at the same call
here. It says uh, dispatch | guess- Is that you, Adriana Acevedo?

Yes sir.

E.[.D. (employee identification)-?

Yes.

Okay. On scene at uh, 16:59:42. 10-8, uh, 98NR, 17:04:31. We sat here and
asked specifically if you remember a particular call down on Suburban. You said
you, you remember several of them; uh, but they all took place at the end of
Suburban Drive, correct?

Yes sir.

Do you remember any specific calls uh, for the tape...

(Coughs.) |

_..that would have happened here at the end of this fence, woodline. This, this
wood fence on the south side of the property; as soon as you Cohe up Hope
Street, the first patch of open woods here, do you remember any particular calls
in this area?

(Coughing.)

No sir.

Do you ever remember uh, any calls where you may have been dispatched as a,
as a primary unit, but arrived, another, another deputy was already here that
dealt with the call, and maybe you just 56’d with him and, and left? Do you
remember anything like that? Again, in this particular area?

Not specifically this area.

Okay. Do you remember any call where you may have been with a, a male

deputy? We're talking a, an older deputy. He would, he was wearing shorts. A

2 SEeS
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very short, cropped hair; a white guy. A little heavyset. To where | guess maybe
you would have witnessed, or you would have heard after the fact that you, as he
was walking into the wood line he slipped on his butt and you know, while he was
checking up on, on, on a call or something that he...

No, | don't recall working with anyone with that description. My zone partners
don't fit that description, and falling, no.

Did you ever hear a story about a deputy responding back here who fell and
busted his ass, or, and either on your squad, or a sister squad, or maybe even
on, on the other side of the rotation, you know.

Not that | could recall at this time.

Alright, we, we let you listen to, or, or uh, we allowed you listen to a uh,
rad...some radio traffic.

Yes sir.

You listened to the radio traffic at the call we're referring fo.
Uh-hum (affirmative).

Did uh...

Yes sir.

And you, you remember hearing that?

Yes sir.

Okay, that is you on the dispatch, right?

Yes, saying 10-97 and 10-98. That was...

Okay.

....my voice.
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Alright, and uh, uh, uh, Detective Melich also showed you a photograph of the, of
the employee, the, the person who called uh, that, that, that caller, who's a, an
Orange County meter reader. You, you remember looking at the picture?

Yes, at the photograph.

Okay, and you've never met with that guy?

Not that | can recall.

Okay.

He doesn’t look familiar.

This is a pretty big deal. | mean uh, | mean uh, is, is there any way you could
have met with him and uh, on something of this magnitude, and not remember?
| wouldn't think so. .

Yeah (affirmative), okay. Uhm, the uh, uh, that call that is in here, uh, you, you
had a chance to look at that?

Yes sir.

Okay, the, the dispatch call. Anything of the, uh, any, anything about that jog
yoﬁr memory. Anything about that that stands out?

No.

Okay.

| read the call. | read the details of it.

Okay.

| looked around. It says negative 56. That's it.

Do you remember answering the call?

Not before you showed it to me. | answer a lot of calls, so | forget.

Alright, | understand. And I'm not, and | mean once you....

But if my name's on it then | (inaudible).
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Right. What I'm asking you though is is once you, now that you've had an
opportunity to look at....

| vaguely remember coming over here and looking around, but as far as meeting
with someone that was a meter reader, |, | already stated to you the person | do
recall meeting with over in this area.

Right. But that's not the meter reader. That's some other guy that...

Yes.

...that calls in.

That's (inaudible), yes sir.

You remember meeting with some guy who comes out and searches, right?
Yes.

Okay. And, and the, the guy you saw the picture of is not that guy, right?

No, that doesn’t look like him.

Okay. And uhm, other than that guy the, the guy that you say that, the guy who
comes out and searches, you don’t recall meeting with anybody else down here
about any call uh, where, where, where somebody, when, would have just point
out a bag or anything like that?

No, | ca...l can't.

Okay. Uhm, you listened to the, you listened to the, the, the, uh, the call, the 911
call with the caller when he, when the person called the Comm
(Communications) Center, right?

Yes.

Does anything about that uhm, help you remember anything?

I've never referenced the call because I've never heard it...

Right.
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...until now.

Right, | understand that. But hearing that voice, hearing that, that didn't uh....
I'm not good with voices, and that doesn’t....

Okay. Well, that's not what I'm asking you if you're good with voices. What 'm
asking you is if you listen to that, nothing about, you know, after hearing that
nothing jogs your memory?

No sir.

Okay. That's, that's uh, that's fine. Alright, so uh, as far as you're concerned you
answered (coughs) that call....

Yes.

...that you saw the dispatch?

Yes.

And you listened to the radio traffic?

Uh-hum (affirmative).

But....

Yes.

_..when you answered that call you didn’t meet with anybody? It was uh, like a
negative 56. There was no...

No.

Alright.

Negative 56. | didn’t meet with anyone.

Alright, so you didn’t meet with anybody that day?

Not that day.

Okay. And you don’t remember answering any other call around that time in this

area, not at the end. |, | know we're asking a lot, and so (inaudible).
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I understand.

Uh, you don't remember uh, answering, meeting anybody except that guy that
uh, the, the fellow you say comes out here and searches?

Yes.

Okay. Alright. | don't think | have anything else.

Okay.

Listen, we appreciate you coming down with us.

Okay. \

And getting you out of bed on your day off, and getting you down here. Uhm,
and it's just uh, you know, we're, we're trying to figure out how all this came
about. Souhm....

And again, we do ask that you don't talk about this with uh, with co-workers or
anyone, well because this is something that we need to investigate. So....
Ongoing investigation, yes. | -

Alright, yeah (affirmative).

And I'm just, and |, and | gave you my card with my cell phone number on it. If
so reason you have recollection of it, or you remember someone telling you

something about a story that they were involved in with someone else, please

give me a call and let me know.

Right.
Yes sir.

And again, just, just for the record, raise your right hand. (Inaudible) down the
road. Do you swear and affirm everything you just told us is the truth?

Yes.

Okay. Alright.

’ < H70

Acevedo, Adriana/Case #08-74777/GG



10

1"

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

YM: Thank you.

End of recorded statement.

This transcript has been reviewed for accuracy.

CORPORAL YURI MELICH, 0CSO DEPUTY SW
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TAPED TRANSCRIPT OF DEPUTY KETHLIN CUTCHER
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CORPORAL YURI MELICH
CASE NUMBER - 08-74777
DECEMBER 18, 2008
YM — CORPORAL YURI MELICH
JA — SERGEANT JOHN ALLEN
KC - DEPUTY KETHLIN CUTCHER
(Coughs.)
And the date right now is December 18, 2008. And the time right now is 0008
hours. I'm Detective Melich with the Orange County Sheriff's Office. Also
présent is Sergeant John Allen with the Orange County Sheriff's Office. And also
present is Kethlin?
Kethlin.
Kethlir%.} I knew I Was going to get it, Kethlin Cutch"ér.v And' uh Kethlin, you're
aware this is being recorded?
Yes, | am.

Any objection to that?

No.

Okay. We asked you to come down. Well you were actually working tonight.
We had a, a couple of questions about a call you responded to here on August
13" And | want to show you a call log. This is a, a call log from August 1‘3”“.
It's uhm, call number 082261944. It was initiated at 1514 hours on the 13" of
August. Dispatched at 1522. On scene at 1537. Closed at 1602. It says
Suburban and Hope Spring Drive. Uhm, do you, by looking at this do you

remember the call?
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Yes, | do.

Okay, even before | showed you this, and | asked you if you've been to a call in
the area, you said you remembered uh, being here in, uh, in the area for a
particular call.

Yes, | do.

Okay. Uh, tell me about the call, who you were with, and kind of walk me
through from the time that you know, you, you got dispatched, to the time you
left.

Okay. Dispatch dispatched me to a uhm, suspicious bag, or a plastic bag on the
swamp area, close to the Suburban, at Suburban Road. Uhm, | came here, but
Deputy Richard Cain was already there. Uhm, |, { park my car very close to
where he was. So that means in the south side of the road, close to where they
have the swamp and the grass area. Uhm I step out of my car. | came and talk
to the caller. Well | remember it bemg a white male. | don t remember age. And
| ask him what was going on. And he stated that yeah (affirmative), she, she told
them that she’s very close, very close.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

And | just thought that was kind of weird, but I didn't ask anything else. Uhm, he
looked like he was concermned. So I, when | look to the swamp area | saw Deputy
Cain Co}ming out. | asked him what was going on. And he stated that, “Oh, it, it's
nothing. It was just a bag of trash.” Uhm, | did never went inside of the wooden
area where he was. | was able to see some plastic bags around. Black, plastic

bags around. Maybe, | don't know, that twenty-five feet or...

Uh-hum (affirmative).
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I'm not really good with measurements. But ! could see at eye level what was
really inside of the, the uh, wooden area. Uhm, at that time it was wet. | don’t
remember seeing a lot of water. | remember it was wet. Uhm, and uhm, | don’t
relmember more than that. | remember the deputy came out and just told me,
“Well it was just garbage.” Uhm, | didn't smell anything from where | was, and
uh, I never went inside, so.

So the guy, uh, did the guy you met say anything about uh, a smell, a bad smell
coming from the area or....

Not to me. He might, maybe he did in the call, but not to me. The only words he
tell, he told me was, “She told me she was very close. She was really close.”
Was he referring to uh, uhm, uh, uhm, tapes he heard on television, or now
where did he hear the, he, it was very close?

When he told me that | believe, | never ask him what was it, but [ believe he was
talking about the little girl that was missing. So, but tha;t’snwh"at | thought about it.
Did he, did he say he wés a psychic or something, or did he say that....

No.

...he heard....

He, he just say it, she told them. | never ask him....

She told them?

....where.

Okay.

Yeah (affirmative). But he say she told them she was very close. She told
them...

Okay.

...she, she was very close. | never asked if he heard anywhere.

3
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Okay. So he could have been talking about something he heard on the news or
something like that?

Yeah (affirmative), he could.

Yeah (affirmative), alright. Okay.

And |, that's what | believe at-the time. That's why | didn’t want to go in depth on
it.

Right.

And he, | didn't have the feeling that he wanted to talk about it. Because the only
words that he told me seVeral times, maybe three, four times, “She told, she told
them she was very close. She was very close.”

Alright.

So....

Did he say that he had looked in the bag, or did he say ahything like that?

Not to me.

Okay. Did he ever say anything to indicate that he had actually seen anything
uh, uh, a...about what he said that he’d heard? |

Not to me.

Alright, so he didn’t say that he opened....

Huh-huh (negative).

...the bag, or anything like that?

Huh-huh (negative).

Okay.

You said uh, something about there being some water nearby. Do you

remember, think back. Do you remember if the bag was in water? Uh, wasiit...

| don't remember.
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...was it kind of back a ways? If there’s water around it? Anything like that?
Nope (negative). From where | was from the street to where | saw you know,
bags and stuff, was, wasn’t, | couldn’t see if there was a lot of water under or....
Or around it?

....anything like that. There was a lot of trash around it there what [ remember.
You said there was a lot of trash (inaudible).

Yeah (affirmative), you could see a lot of like white, plastic bags, and cups and
things like that around it. So that....

Did it look like, did it look like a place that kids hung out, or did it look like a, a
dump trash there or....

No, not, it looked like a place where people dump trash.
Okay.

That's how it Ioned_ like.

Alright.

Because the, the woods weren’t too high. There was a lot of tall trees.

| Okay.

And it got a lot of branches on the floor. So it was kind of hard for me to walk
around where you go.

Branches on the floor? Like what type?

On the ground. Like a piece of, piece of trees, or piece of branches.

Alright.

So you know it's not a place that where you could just go and walk. You have
to...

It's fairly thick?
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Yes. It was thick and you, you, you couldn’t, you know you have to move things

to walk around.

Do you remember what kind of trees were in there? Do you remember what, uh,
were they Cypress trees, Pine trees, Oak trees, or.... |
Uhm, | don’'t know how to tell you.

Okay. Alright.

[ know, | know it was tall, skinny trees....

Tall (inaudible).

...that | saw.

You, you mentioned something when |, when | sat you down and you said, 1 just

remembered this.”

Yes. | was talking home today with my husband about it. And | was like, "I

- remember that | responded to a call there for a suspicious bag and was just

trash.” That kind of bothered me. So when | came to work today | sent my
sergeant a message saying that | want to talk to him about something and |
would like to, because I'm new....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...l want to ask him do uh, you know, if | need to do something about it, or. |
know that took a little bit longer for me to kind of sink in, but because | wasn't the
prime... even though | was dispatched to the call | wasn't é primary in the call
because | was not the one who close the call. | was not the one who went inside
on the bushes to see the bag. So maybe that's why it took me a little longer to
sink in.

Right.
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And | wasn't really, even though | work this area, | work the west side more than

here. So | wasn't really a hundred percent sure where it was that....

In, in, in the past couple of months since this whole Anthony thing has happened,

how many times have you been on Suburban Drive for a call?

None.

So....

Have you answered any other calls where people wanted to turn in bones or
clothes....

No.

...0r....

| never responded to calls like that.

And y'ou hadn't, you have any of those calls?

Nope (negative). [....

Because | know some of your, ‘I mc;e;n. otherdeputles 6ut Heré may have
(inaudible).

Not that | remember.

Okay.

| can’t say a hundred percent. Butl...

Okay.

_..1 don’t remember uhm, responding to any calls....

Alright.

...that people found stuff. The only times | came to the Hope Springs, or around,

was maybe to relieve someone....

Okay.
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...from something, or bring water, or something like that. But | was never
detailed in here or responding to calls.

What did the other deputy say when he came out of the woods?

It's just trash. It was nothing there.

Okay. Did he indicate to you how he knew that it was trash, or did he say that....
Nope (negative). | never asked.

...he looked, opened...he just said it was trash and you guys...

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...were out? Okay.

Yes sir.

Have you, have you, have you talked to him any more about....

No.

~...this call at all since tonight, or before tonight? From that day to tonight have

you talked to him about this call?

Not that | remember. We were in training together for a week and we were really
busy. | don’t remember really, like | say, today was the day that it sink in on me.
You know what, | think it is in the same place that | was. And because | never
drove back here, | wasn't sure that where things were found in now was the
same place....

Yeah (affirmative).

...that it was before.

Alright.

Did you look up uh, look it up on a map or something later on?

Yeah (affirmative). | looked at the O.C. viewer....

Okay.
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...to see where it was at.
When was that?
Uhm....

Was that today?

It was, | think it was tonight. It was before, it was after | came to work.
Okay. So you’re at work aft...after you had, about the same time....
Yeah (affirmative), after | sent....

...you talked to your sergeant?

Yes.

Okay.

After | sent my sergeant a message | was just thinking about it is the same area?
Just to make it sure and | look in O.C. viewer and | kind of find out it was similar.
Okay.

Okay.

Alright uh, we appreciate you coming over. Uhm....

No problem.

....you know, we're just trying to sort through this and figure out, you know, what
happened that day.

And we would ask that uh, don't talk to anyone about this. Only because
obviously we're here asking you for a reason.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

So we don’t want you to go and talking to anyone. You know, especially Richard
or....

Yes sir.

9
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...or, or anyone else. Only because we don’t want to complicate things. So we

don’t want other people to think that they're in trouble. We just need to find

out....

Sure.

....what happened and exactly what we were hoping that just tell us the truth
(inaudible).

And | remember that, one more thing that | remember. The caller, he wasn't, uh,
you were asking me if he was upset or something...

Oh.

...a couple minutes ago. | don’t think he was upset, but he, | remember he was
kind of sad that it was nothing. | think he was expecting to be something.

He was hoping or....

Uh, uh, he was hoping there was....
...expecting it would be....

...something in the bag, yes.

| showed, | showed you a picture of, and I think | still have it here. |, | wanted to‘
see if you actually recognized him. And I'll, I'll just show it so, because we, we
mentioned it earlier.

Yeah (affirmative), he does....

Do you recognize....

He does look familiar, but | don’'t remember if it is him. | remerhber it was a white
male for sure.

Okay.

But |, because he didn’t really talk to me a lot.

Okay.
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He was keep saying the same things. So | really thought was...

Did he tell you where he worked, or do you remember anything about where he
worked or...

No, | don’t remember.

You mentioned something earlier about thinking he worked for....

| think, | believe | had it in my mind that he worked for the City, but I'm not a
hundred percent sure. 'l

Okay.

Alright.

Alright, uhm, anything else you remember? Anything we didn't ask about or....
| don’t remember no vehicles. Uhm....

Okay.

! rgmember}u;t walking back to the pond that is in the other side of the street just
to take a look, making sure that he was riding; YOu kn.ow; \.Nh‘atAhe Wa”s smayi-ng
was exactly what he was driving that he was.

Was he still here when you did that?

Yeah (affirmative). He, he, we, | think we, I'm not a hundred percent sure, but |
think we told him, okay, it was nothing. It was just a trash bag. You know, if you
need anything else you let us know. And then he kind of, | don't know if he
stayed there, walk away, but we walk away to the other side of the pond and....
You're talking over, across the street.

Across the street where it's fenced....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...fenced in.

Okay.
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KC: And we just look around. We didn't see anything else suspicious, and we left. |

left at least.

YM: Okay.

KC: Okay.

JA: | don’t have anything else.

KC: Everything, it's, it's not a hundred percent sure because it was a long time ago,
but that's what | remember.

JA: Alright.

YM: Would you do me a favor? Raise your right hand. Do you swear and affirm
everything you just told me is the truth/

JA: Yes, | dosir

YM: Excellent. Thank you.

This transcript has been reviewed for accuracy.
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TAPED TRANSCRIPT OF DEPUTY RICHARD CAIN
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CORPORAL YURI MELICH
CASE NUMBER - 08-74777
DECEMBER 18, 2008
YM — CORPORAL YURI MELICH
JA — SERGEANT JOHN ALLEN
RC - DEPUTY RICHARD CAIN
The date right now is December 18, 2008. The time right now is 0903 hours. I'm
Detective Melich with the Orange County Sheriff's Office. Also present is
Sergeant John Alten, and uh, Richard Cain, a deputy sheriff. Uh, Rich, do you
understand this is being recorded?
Yes.
Any objection to that?
No.
Okay. Okay. Rich, we asked you to come by today. You were actually working,
and you have a trainee outside. And we wanted to ask you some questions
about a call that occurred on the 13" of August of this year. Uh, it occurred over
here on Suburban Drive. And it has a call number of 082261944. Uh, it shows a
entry date of, actually initiate at 1514:53 hours. On scene 15637 hours. Uh,
closed at 1602. Uh, I'm just showing you, I'm showing you the call log over here
on the screen just so we understand....
Right.
...we're talking about the same one. Uh, it's uh, Kethlin Cucher and you

responded to, it says here uhm, a half mile on Suburban, past Hope Springs, a
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swamp area, 10-56, a blue Cavalier, unknown gray bag at swamp area, uh,
name Roy, meter reader, uh, with a 56 on the phone.

Right.

Do you recall that uhm...

Yes.

_..call? Kind of walk me through it. Tell me about you know, when you arrived,
where he was, where you parked and, and what happened. ...

Okay.

...after.

We arrived. He was on the left side of the road. (Inaudible)....

You say left. On the south side of the rbad?

Yeah (affirmative), the south side of the road.

Okay. |

Uhm, | don't recall if he was in the grass or on the sidewalk. | believe he was in
the grass. Uhm, we pulled up, met with Roy. Uh, then went to where he said he
relieved, was relieving himselg‘. Uhm, he said he saw a bag. He thought, thought
it contained bones possibly. S,mo[i o %\3 7[[1 ( (J//

How did....

He, he said he, that's just what he thought.

Did he give an indication of where he heard that, or....

Uh....

...where he came to this...

And it, it's, that's what he told me.

Okay.
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That's, that's what he said, “| think it has t/ones init.” So we enter the woods
where he said he relieved himself. Saw a bag. But it was not a big bag. Uhm.....
Was it, what kind of bag was it; do you remember?

Just like a trash bag. Like a....

Uhm....

...leaf bag. Uhm....

What color?

Black.

Was it plastic, cloth?

Yeah (affirmative), well it was a plastic bag.

Okay.

Uhm, | went into the woods, kind of stepping on the, where | could step without
falling in the water. It was kind of, | believe there was a, another couple bags
around it. And | reached down, lifted the bag up. It was pretty heavy. But when
| lifted it up it tore, you know the bottom. All leaves fell out, some sticks.
Uh-hum (affirmative).

Uhm, and | took my baton out and kind of poked around. | didn't see anything.
And went back out to Suburban.

Where was uh, where was Roy at when you went through this bag?

Like right behind me. Like....

But he stood right there with you while this was going on?

Yeah (affirmative). He was, uh, | don’t know, probably here to the TV away.

Okay.

| mean he was k...he was kind of like on the edge of the, the woods.

Right.
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And | was three, four, five feet in maybe.

Was the bag in water? Was it next to water? Was it on dry land?

It was on dry land. It was uh, like if this bag was like a little spot of dry land.. ..
Uh-hum (affirmative).

then the water was right, like right there.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

And there was uh, just grass, or bushes, like this high.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

So [ was kind of stepping on those and walking.

Was it slippery?

It wasn't really slippery, but | could see there was water and mud and | didn'’t.. ..
Did you lose your footing by any chance when you were trying to go down, or do
you recall?

Uh, I don’t, I don't recall. | don’t think | did. | did when | came out.

Okay.

[ slipped up the...but that might have been from my feet being wet. ...

Right.

...standing down there.

(Unintelligible), but the bag wasn't in standing water? It was in a, a, a patch of
dry area? |s that the same bag he was pointing out?

Yeah (afﬂrmative) that’s, he, he pointed. You know, and like | say, he’s right,
right behmd me. He said, “Yeah (affirmative), that one right there,” and that'’s,
that's the one | grabbed. D / 72,4 ol

Did he mention any, anything else he noticed? | mean any smells that he noticed
or anything else?

S8%
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He didn’t say anything about a smell.

Okay, did you....

| didn’t smell anything.

Okay. Uhm, did he say anything, any stories about having been here before or,
or, or....

He says he works around here and | guess he goes in there quite often. And he
said, | don't know if it was the week before or the day before, he said his friend
went in there | guess to do the same thing to relieve himself, and they Killed a,
like a three foot snake.

Okay.

But his friend worked, | think he, | thought he said his friend worked for uh,
Progressive maybe.

Did-he say who he wo.rkéd for?.

Huh-huh (negative).

Uh, oh, the call says a meter reader.

Yeah (affirmative).

Do you recall anything about, about him being a County employee, or any
uniforms he may have been wearing? Anything like that? ) ‘e '/’lj ,é(mé
All | remember was the hat, the like blue looking type hat. e

| showed you a picture on uh, | showed you a picture on the computer to see if
you recognize the person. Did you recognize the person at all?

Uh....

If you don't, you don’t. That's fine.

Uh, I, | don't really recall, but uh, uh, that kind of resembles the guy that was

there.
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Okay. But you're not sure?

I'm, I'm not really, I'm not a hundred percent sure, no.

I'm sorry, but we're taping. I'm going to have to shut this door (inaudible).
Alright, sorry Richard.

Okay.

(Coughs.) Uhm, you, you understand.what we're doing here, right?

Yes.

And you understand the significance of\ it?

Yes, | do.

And you understand the importance of telling the, the truth?

Yes, | do.

You understand the importance of telling the whole truth, right?

Yes. . . L e

Alright. And uhm, this guy went with you and would have seen you open the bag

and dump the leaves out?

Yeah (affirmative). Uh, | mean, he didn't walk right to the bag, but yeah

(affirmative), he was right behind me.

He was, when you say right behind you, he was within eye shot? He could see?

Yeah (affirmative), with, within five feet or so.

Within five feet or so. Okay. And you looked in the bag and there were no bones

in there?

Well no, | didn't like tear the whole bag apart, but when the stuff fell. ...

Right.

__out of the bottom I took my baton and, and it was leaves and...

Okay.
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....just some...it looked like cut up sticks, like somebody trimmed their trees and
threw it all in there.

Okay. Alright. Uhm, and you said earfier that somebody told you you, that you,
you couldn’t recall specifically who, but somebody told that you, you, to you that
you needed to call that into the tip line?

Yeah (affirmative).

Do you recall, uh, do you, you don't....

l...

...recall who that was”?

.1...I want to say my supervisor, but I'm not, I'm not a hundred percent. I, I'm
pretty sure that's who told me to do it.
Okay, and this is after the call?

Yeah (affirmative).

They told you to do this after. | mean did you tell him that there was just sticks

and stuff in there?

Yeah (affirmative), | told him it was just, you know, trash, sticks, uh, yard, yard

waste, whatever.

Okay. And after you told him it was sticks and yard waste he just said to go
ahead and call into the tips line?

Yeah (affirmative), because of the, the area it was in.

Okay.

Do you remember how, what day that was in relation to the call? Was it the
same day, the next day, or, or....or was it this week?

Uh, no, it wasn't this week. Uhm...

(background noise from TV)
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| don’t know exactly the uhm....

(Inaudible.)

Uh....

In relation to the call was it....

| think it was the same, the same day, or maybe the next morning.

So you called it in the tips line fairly quickly. Uh, do, do you know who you spoke
to?

(Sighs.)

Did you speak to a person? Did you get a recorder? Did you say that...

| think, | think I left it on a recorder.

Okay.

Yeah (affirmative).

But you didn't contact anybody in C.1.D.? You didn’t con...you didn't call and ask
for any, any of us?

No.

You just called some....

Uh...

...recorded line somewhere you think?

Yeah (affirmative), |, uh, uh, | wént to say it was the CrimeLine part, but uh, I'm
not....

So your ser...you think your sergeant told you to call CrimelLine?

That's, | mean that's what, well some supervisor told me to call CrimelLine and |
think that's the only person | talked to was my supervisor at that time.

Okay. So (coughs), | want to make sure | get this straight. You went to your

supervisor and told him that, that you went on this call, you looked in this bag,

8 3%
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and there were sticks and leaves in there. And then your, that supervisor told
you to call the CrimeLine and, and leave uhm, them a message about the bag?
Yeah (affirmative), just because of the area we're in.

Okay. And you think that it was your supervisor, who had been sergeant who at
the time?

U, I'm pretty sure it was Cordrey. Uh...

Okay.

...1 think that's how you say it.

Okay, did you, how did you work for Sergeant Cordrey?

He was only, he was very seldomly (sic) here when | started. | guess he was
getting ready to retire, or is retired, or.

Okay. Uhm....

And then Sergeant Titley came over.

Okay. Uhm, (coughs), did you ever get any, you, did uh, did you ever hear back
from anybody about this tip you called into CrimelLine?

Nothing.

Did they give you a, uh, did they give you a number? Normally when you call
into CrimeLine they give you some sort of number. No?

Well....

Okay.

...and if they did | didn'’t write it down.

| see, okay. Uhm, (coughs), now uh, obviously last week you're aware that we
were here.

Right.

And we, that we found uh, that we uh, the body of the child, right?

9 S A%
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Right.

Okay. At that time did you contact anybody to say hey, | was out there some
time ago uh, on a call uh, were a, a guy found a bag”

No.

I'm sorry?

No.

Uh, you didn't, you didn't, you didn't tell anybody that, did you think that would be

important that would, that the information would be important to us or?

It is important, but | figured everything was kind of looped together with uh, you
know, the area....

hum ...

...and all the calls that were.. ..

Right.. Did you talk to anybody about it? Did you tell anybody, hey, | was out
there? You, anybody you work with out here in uh, in uh, Sector Two, did you,
did you say to them, hey, |, you know, | went on cali out there. Uh, did you talk
to, did you talk to anybody about it.

Yeah (affirmative), the other night | worked off-duty down here with uh, (making
snapping sounds).

At the entrance?

| didn't work here but | worked the, the house.

Hope Springs”?

Yeah (affirmative), driving up and down. Uhm, yeah (affirmative), | talked to
somebody the, the other night uhm, the two deputies that were here.

Oh, okay.

What night was that? Do you remember?
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Cain. Richard.1/Case #08-74777/GG

393



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RC:
YM:
RC:
JA:

RC:

JA:

RC:

JA:

RC:

JA:

RC:

YM:

RC:

JA:

RC:

Y M:

RC:

Monday? Was it Monday?

Today's Thursday.

Yeah (affirmative), | worked Monday. We're off Monday, Tuesday.

But you didn’t tell anybody associated with the investigation, any of the
investigators, hey, look I, | r...I rolled out to a call here uh, some timé ago and....
No.

...uhm....

No, but....
....Uh, this guy had called (inaudible). Okay. Alright. Alright, uh, can you think of

anything else that you think might be important'to us?

Uh, not offhand, no.

Alright. Raise your right hand. Do you swear and affirm this statement you've

given is uh, true and correct?

Yes.
Rich, | appreciate you coming down here.

Okay. | mean |, | probably should have said something when all this came down,
but I mean, |, | thought it was all kind of joined together, you know.

How, how did, | just, and I'm curious. [n your mind how would you think it would
be joined together? What process would you think would join it all together?
Just all the calls for service and you know, just, plus when it, like | said, when
they called the, the tip thing uh, I thought that went to, to you guys or whoever,
whoever's in the investigation part.

And the tip would have specifically said? Uh, but well, well what, what, what do
you remember you telling the tip line? (Inaudible)....

Just why | was here. Uh, you know....
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And that was?

Because a suspicious bag, you know that was in the area.

Did you identify yourself as a deputy when you called the tip line?

(Sighs.)

Did you say this is Deputy Cain. | responded to a call out here?

Uh...

| mean that's not information you would have admitted, (inaudible), you would
have omitted. | mean that's not information you would have kept out, right?
Uhm, no, | (inaudible)....

You would have called the Crimel.ine.

Yeah (affirmative)....

When you talked with CrimeLine....

~...and then | would have said....

When you called CrimeLine you would have told them who yOL; vvére, righ%’? ”
Right. Yeah (affirmative), I, | (inaudible).

Alright, so it should be easy, it should be easy for us to pull, pull the CrimeLine tip
if you...

Right.

...identified yourself as a deputy. Thatwould....

And uh, | think | may have sent something via e-mail. I'm not, | mean you can
pull up my e-mail and see if....

Right. Okay.

Both call and an e-mail, or just én e-mail? I'm just, make sure | don’t not at all
misunderstand.

| think | did the call first and then uh....
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YM: Followed up with an e-mail?

RC: Uh, yeah (affirmative).

YM: Same CrimeLine person... same Crimeline, or a different one?
RC: What, what's the, the tips number?

YM: 1-800-423-TIPS?

RC: | think that, that's the one | called.

JA: Okay.

'YM:  What about the uh, the e-mail? Do you remember?

RC: | don't know if | sent an e-mail. |, | can't recall if | sent the e-mail. I'm trying to

think back. | mean there's...I'm not sure. I'm not sure about the e-mail, but....

JA: Okay.
RC: ...Iremember that, that tips number.
|YM:  Okay. o
JA: Okay.

RC: That's, that's pretty much....
JA: Alright. Thank you.

YM: Well thanks Rich.

RC: Okay.

End of recorded statement.

This transcript has been reviewed for accuracy.

e
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TAPED TRANSCRIPT OF DEPUTY RICHARD CAIN
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CORPORAL YURI MELICH
CASE NUMBER - 08-74777
DECEMBER 18, 2008

YM - CORPORAL YURI MELICH

JA — SERGEANT JOHN ALLEN

RC - DEPUTY RICHARD CAIN
Alright. The date right now is December 18, 2008. The time right now is 1512
hours." I'm Detective Melich with the Orange County Sheriff's Office. Also
present is Sergeant John Allen with the Orange County Sheriff's Office and uh,

Deputy Richard Cain. Uh, Richard, you're aware this is being recorded?

Yes.

back. We spoke to you this morning about a, a call that you were here on back
on the 13" of August. Uh, do you remember that conversation?

Yes.

Okay. And we, at the time we showed you a, and a call log, and we went
through the times. Uh, your back up officer who was?

Kethlin.

Kethlin. Uhm, you remember the call?

Yes.

Okay. Uh, it's been a couple hours, and | know that during that time you've had
some chance to think about the call, and think about what actually happened.

And | understand that from the onset what you originally told us, it differs a little

1 <297
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bit from what you told us now because you've had a little bit of time to think about
it, correct?

Yes, yes.

Okay. Walk me through, if you would from the beginning. You get the call. Walk
me through from there. You get the call. You arrive on scene.

Talk to the complainant. |, | don't even recall his name. He said that he was in
the woods to relieve himself. Uhm, saw something in the woods; possibly a bag
with bones. | went into the woods. He show...he walk, we walked a few feet
from uh, | don't know if it's his car or my car, went into the woods. | had my
baton out because I'm afraid of snakes. Uhm, he stayed by the roadway. |
walked into the woods, saw a, what | believe was yard waste and some trash. |

don’t know, recall what was in the trash. | turned around and used my baton and

_ kind_of picked through it, or flipped it around. Just moved it around. | didn't see

anything. [ turned around. [ tried to walk back out and fell down. Went up to the
roadway where the complainant was still and told him it's nothing.

When you looked down and you saw this, this pile, you said it looked like yard
waste and trash?

Sticks, twigs and...

What else?

S...something else in there. | don’'t know uh, whether it was a piece of cloth, a
piece of bag, but it wasn't just sticks and twigs. It was a, just a small piece of....
How, how big is a small piece? Is it, did you see the complete piece, or was it
still buried?

| don’t even think it was buried. When | flipped the, when | threw my baton

around it moved around, but.
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So how, how big of a piece would you say it Was?.

Oh, | don't know. Maybe about, about the size of a feaf. I, | mean....

But it wasn't a leaf or a twig? [t was something else....

Right.

....about the size of a, about the size of a leaf?

Yeah (affirmative), itwas....

When you first went down there did you see it on top of the pile, next to the pile?
No, no. After | flipped through it.

Oh, okay. Now where did the gentleman stand in relation to where the pile was?
At the, the entrance to the woods. He was on the grass, before the, the weeds.
Okay. Let me uh... before we turned the tape on we actually walked outside. |
want to, if we, if we turn over and you look that way, right outside the window,
you see outside the front of the command post there’s a, the Crime Scene van,
or the, the trailer. You see that?.

Yeah (affirmative).

Earlier when we were, started walking, what side of the trailer did, did you believe

this uh, this path was? And....

When we walked out there?

Yeah (affirmative), when we were out there what side of the trailer....

The....

...do....

...the far, front side.

Okay, so it would be, that way is east. So....
Ea....

.. .further east past the trailer?

3
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Uh, yeah (affirmative), further east.

Okay. When, when we walked earlier, you went down a, well like a little,
overgrown path. You had to move some branches out of your way.
Right.

And you stood at the base of a tree”?

Right.

(Coughs.)

| walked with you. Sergeant Allen stayed up near the, the roadway, on the right-
of-way.

Right.

Where in relation to where all us three standing was the caller?

He was in the, whatever you want to call that, the....

YM: Was he standing where, where, where Sergeant Allen was? Was he just

standing where | was?

Yeah (affirmative), he was standing where Sergeant Allen was.
So he was standing up near the road? He was not down uh....
He was not in the woods.

Okay, so he's not standing near you?

No.

He was standing up by the road?

Up by the roadway, right, right at the entrance to a pathway.
Okay. So he didn't walk to downhill with you....

No.

...uh, as you, you described earlier he....

No.

4
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_..where he was five feet from you?

Yeah (affirmative), uh, I'm not a good estimator on....
Okay.

...you know, feet-wise, but...

Alright. But he, but, | think earlier you indicated that he walked down with you
and he was right there with you when you were, he, you said about five feet.
Right, that.. ..

s that right? Is that what you said earlier?

Now that is what | said earlier.

Okay, what you're saying now is that you walked down into, into that. ..

I walked....

...wooded area....

...in the woods. ..

_..and he stayed up close to the road? s that accurate?

Well not the road, the, the bushes.

Did he walk downhill into the, into the....

No.

....area with you and was five feet away?

Not behind me, no.

No? Okay.

I don't, | don't really let anybody walk behind me. It's kind ofa....

Okay..

...personal thing.

Alright. Okay, uhm, now earlier you indi...indicated that uh, you picked the bag

up with your baton and sticks fell out, right?
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Right.

j‘[ ll\$ um‘ﬂ MJQM Vx(

Okay, did that happen?

Uh, [ don't believe it was a bag. It was probably justa....

Okay.

....a yard waste.

Okay, now earlier you indicated to us....

Well, I, yes.

...that you picked your, a bag up.

Right.

A o §  LFN
57 ;
frt

And when you picked the bag up that leaves and sticks came out.

Right.

Okay, what I'm asking is did that happen? Did you pick a bag up?

_Not a bag (sighs). .

Okay.

it was....

Did you pick anything up?

Just a, the yard waste. | mean when you....

[\Q 5«7 [$e

You, but with your, with your asp you didn’t, did you actually pick it up and touch

it?

Well no, I didn't, | didn’t touch it. | don't....

Okay.

...I don’t remember touching anything. ! lifted it up with the uh....

Baton?
...baton.

Asp? Okay.

6
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So there were leaves and sticks and stuff and you lifted....

Leaves.

...them up with your asp....

Right.

...or baton? But you never....

Like poked inside them and lifted them and.....

But you never touched the bag?

| don’t believe | ever touched. ...l didn't even touch the piece that was in the uh, in

the trash.

Well the piece of what that was in the trash?

Uh, whatever it was. | don't, the thing that looked like a leaf but wasn't a leaf.

Okay, so there was a thing in the trash that looked like a leaf, but it actually was

not a leaf?

Right.

Do you know what it was?

No.

Okay. Uh, was it a trash bag? Do you, do you....
It could, it could have been a piece of a trash bag.
Okay. Alright. |

It wasn't like....

Okay.

...a whole sack.

Okay, do you, you've seen trash bags?

Yeah (affirmative).

Uh, your regular garbage bag?

7
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Right.

Okay. Did it look like a garbage bag?

It could have been a piece of something like that, yeah (affirmative). It wasnt, it
wasn't....

Something like that?

Yeah (affirmative), it wasn'ta....

Yeah (affirmative).

It wasn't a full size bag.

Alright, name, name three other things that it could have been beside a bag.

It could have been a piece of dark clothing. It could have been uh, uh, uh, | don't

know, a shirt. |, | don't know.

Okay, so it could have been a piece of a, a plastic bag....

It could have been.

_.or it could have been a piece of a shirt?

Right. [t could have been a, just uh, it could have been a piece of something out

of their yard. | don't know.

Well something out of who's yard?

Whoever dumped that stuff there.

Okay. Uhm, but earlier you said it was a bag and you picked it up and leaves fell
out of it?

Right.

Uh, but that's not the case?

No. lt, it, | mean my perception may have been it was in a bag and | just picked it
up looking for the bag.

Okay.
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But | didn't, | didn't pick up a bag.
How many, how many calls have you been to on Suburban Drive, uh, and we

mentioned this before, where somebody was calling about a suspicious bag, or a

suspicious item? R

Just, just that one. | haven't.... L\\ L/ ,» ‘[(S L’L WL
Just that one call? \f\J' ,Lf LA,‘(\ Z&( L

For, for a bag, yeah (affirmative). y (\/)9 Mﬁ;ﬁ Ehs

Okay.

When you came out of the uh, woods did you say to him, hey look buddy, | didn't,
| didn't see a bag in there. Uhm, you know, are we in the right spot? Because
the call was for a bag, but you went in there and uh, you didn't really find a bag.
Right. Uh, I didn't....

Well did you say to_him when you came out, | didn’t see a bag in there?

No, | didn't....

Did you say that to the guy?

No, | didn’t ask him, no.

What did you say to him?

| said, “| found some stuff in there but there's nothing in it.”

Okay. But did you ment...did you happen to mention, hey, come here. I, | don't
see a bag. Can you show me where the bag is?

No.

Okay, but he told you that he saw a bag in there?

Yes.

Alright, but you never said to him, | don't see a bag in here. Show me what

you're talking about?

9 ' . SY40S
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No.

Okay, would that seem, would that be a reasonable thing to do?-

Probably.

If somebody said, if, if, if, if, if, if, if you go to a call tomorrow, let's say tomorrow
you're working and somebody calls up and says, [ found a bag that might have
some bones in it, uh, and you go to the place where the person points to and,
and, and you go in there and you don't see a bag, would it be reasonable to go
back to the person and go, hey, | don't, | don't see a bag. What, what is it you're
talking about? Would that be reasonable?

Yes.

Okay. What other, what other ways, what other ways to handle that call might be

reasonable?

Maybe ask him to go find it.

Okay.

Did you?

You do any of those things?

No.

Okay. Alright, uh, you just said to him it's nothing, and that was kind of the end
of the conversation. Did he say anything else?

| don’t recall him saying anything else.

Did he ever say to you, did he ever say to you, hey, uh, did he ever talk to you
about what the defendant in this case has said? Did, did he ever say to you uh,
maybe something like hey, she said it was close to home. That she was close to

home. Did she ever make any of those statements to you?

(Sighs.)

S0k
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Did the caller ever make any kind of statements like that to you? And this is
important enough to him to, to call us....

He. he, he may have. |, I don't, uh, I'm trying to think back. But....

To your, to your knowledge did he have any conversation with the other deputy?
I, | don’t know.

Did you see them talking to each other?
| don't recall. | really don't.

Would the other deputy be lying to us if she said he had, uh, if, if she said the two
of them had conversation.

Uh, | don’t think so.

Okay.

| mean | didn't, | wasn't up there when, when they did. | mean | didn't....

Okay. How far away, you, now you, uh, uh, did, did you ever lose sight of him?
Because where the, because, now where you were standing when you were
down in there with Detective Melich, could you still see where | was standing?
Could you see me? | could see you.

Yeah (affirmative), as long as he wasn't standing in the way.

- Alright, but, but uh, you, you could still see me and | could see you. We were

close enough that, that we could see one another?

Yeah (affirmative).

Okay, did you, well the day that this guy called and you came and met with him,
did you ever lose sight of him while you were back in there poking around in
these leaves?

| may have when | bent down.
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Okay. Uhm, but you don't know whether the two of them ever had a
conversation?

{, | don’'t honest don't.

Okay. Uhm, uhm, did you ever say to him uh, something to the effect of you're
wasting our time?

No.

You never said to him hey, you're wasting the County's time?

Nope (negative).

Did you ever tell him anything about these tips, just tips in general, you know
being out here? Anything like that being a waste of the County’s time? Like
make a reference to something else perhaps he would have understood it

wrong? Like hey, we're out her all the time. You know, this is a waste of time

. because people come in here and....

| said, | said, “We're getting a lot of tips,” but I, I'd never tell anybody it was a
waste of time. | mean that's a little girl. | got kids, huh.

So you think the fact that this really had to do with a, with a uh, with a missing
child, that certainly it's very important?

Yes.

Okay. Uhm, but you never said anything to him like uh, hey, you said you saw a
bag in there. | don't see a bag. There was never any conversation like that
between the two of you?

| don't believe so, no.

Okay. Uhm, when he indicated he was here before did he ever say that he
called before?

| don't think so. | don't, | don’t remember him ever saying he was here before.

S40¢%
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__that looks like a creek where the water flows through.

Did you have any conversation with the other deputy before you left?

| don't recall. | I talk to her all the time. | mean | don't, | don't recall any specific
conversation, no.

Alright. (Coughs.) Uhm, well let me ask you this. You, you, there's a lot of stuff
that you don't seem real certain about.

Right.

Okay? Are you certain, are you certain that it was on the other side of where that
Crime Scene van is uh, is parked, as you described, or could it have been some
other part of the road?

Where we went in?

Yeah (affirmative), are you certain it was....

I'm, I'm almost, almost positive. | mean the, the tree, | leaned over the little thing
Okay. Could it have been up, up where you see these Crime Scene people
working?

| guess. I'mean |, it could have been. But that's, that's not where | went in the
woods at.

Okay, so you, where these Crime Scene people are working right now, you're
certain that's not where you went into the woods”

No.

You think it's further down?

And it’s further....

Are you certain it's further down?

And I'm cér’tain it's further down.

Okay.
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Because | don’t remember any of the, that stuff being on the ground, like being
able to see into the woods.

Okay.

You couldn't see because of the, the growth, the leaves, the....

| mean you understand this area has changed because we've been here
working?

Oh. No, | understand that.

Okay. Okay. Butyou looked at the photographs....

Yes.

__that uh, Detective Melich showed you....

Yes.

...and you, you are certain it, it, that's not it because it's thicker, it’s not as thick?

You don't recognize the trees? Why do you....

Where, where | was in the woods....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

__was thicker, and that, what are, | don't know what those things are called,
those uh, the bushes.

Oh, the palm fronds?

Yeah (affirmative). There was none of those kind of uhm....
They weren't there?

Yeah (affirmative), they weren't there. There was a....
Okay.

It was thick woods. | mean it, it was crawl through....

Alright.

14 SHID

Cain, Richard.2/Case #08-74777/GG



10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17 -

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

JA:

JA:

IRC:

JA:

RC:

RC:
YM:

RC:
YM:
RC:

RC:

YM:

RC:
YM:

YM:
RC:
YM:
RC:
YM:
RC:

...the, the little pathway.

Well, if you're standing, if you went, and we went down that way. We went down
to the base of the tree. You could see John at thAe roadway. What else could
you see from your vantage point as far as the road was concerned? Could you
see anything else if you, if you stand there?

No. Just, just that little. ...

Just that little, there's a path that you went, you went through?

Just that little area where | could look back and see Sergeant Allen and....
Alright.

...what little bit of roadway was (inaudible).

What about this picket fence? There's a, there's a, there's a picket fence.

A wood fence.

Ldon't remember...

A wood....

...seeing the picket fence; not at all.

The, the wood fence right behind us.

Yeah (affirmative).

Outside this door.

A big, wooden fence.

Right.

| don’t remember seeing that.

Do you remember seeing a chain link fence?

The only chain link fence is on the north side of the road. And the only time | saw

that is when | came back out of the woods.
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Did you walk over to that side of the road after the call with uh, with uh, the other
deputy, or did you take a peek over there? Do you recall any of that? Either
before or after the uh, caller had left.

Uh, (sighs). | don't know. | may have walked over there just, just to look.
Hmm. Any particular reason?

No. |just, | never...

But you, you didn't....

.. .looked over there, huh.

But he never mentioned to you something was over there?

| don’t remember, | don't recall him saying anything about something being over
there; the opposite side of the road.

So you guys would have taken it upon yourselves to, since you're in the area,

take a look and see if....

Uhm, uh, why not? | mean standing there, why not look over? FI,v I—don’t
remember him saying anything about....

Do you guys remembér walking the, walking the line, walking the fence, or did
you just go over and take a look and walk right across the street again?

| think | walked right across from where | was.

Alright. Alright, you...

Right to....

Alright, earlier you indicated that you called CrimeLine. Remember our first

conversation to...
Yeah (affirmative). | think it, it, it was either CrimeLine, or | sent an e-mail.

How many times in your, in your, in your career here have you ever called

CrimelLine?
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