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TAPED TRANSCRIPT OF MR. JAMES HOVER
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY SERGEANT JOHN ALLEN
CASE NUMBER - 08-74777
December 18, 2008
JA —~ SERGEANT JOHN ALLEN
NS — AGENT NICHOLAS SAVAGE
JH - MR. JAMES HOOVER
Alright. We've been talking for a little bit and we want to, we, we don’t want to,
we don’t want forget anything we're talking about. So why don’t we kind of start
from the top.
Okay.
Alright? Uh, you were telling us uh, you came here, you met us here tonight. ...
Yes sir.
...with a, with a lady that uh, that you had a conversation with that saw a bag on
the side of the road?
Yes sir.
And we've taken a statement from her and then you, then the three of us got into
a bit of a conversation about that, right?
Yes sir.
And you were, you were talking to us about uh, about the Anthony’s and things,
things that you know.
Yes sir.
Uh, you volunteered to let us have your cell phone to look at some pictures with
me, right?

Yes sir.
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Okay. And uh, some of the pictures you have on here uhm, you have some
pictures of, of, of uh, George and Cindy inside of a church?

Uh, yes sir.

Alright, or a video of George and Cindy...

Yeah (affirmative),

...in a church?

Yeah (affirmative), | was playing with a camera.

Right. Okay. And what were they doing in the church when you, when you
(inaudible).

Uh, they were just sitting there. Uh, they were just sitting there. They were
sitting uh, in the front uhm, the second pew back.

Okay.

Uhm, just listening to the service. Uh, at one point in the service uh, they have a
thing where they get up and shake hands and do...

Right.

...that sort of stuff. Uhm, | was mostly going in and out, out of the building.
Right.

Uhm, uh, (inaudible) they had cameras outside. You know....

Did they know that you were video taping them at the time?

Uh, no sir.

Okay. Who, uh, who are you working for?

Nobody.

So you're just kind of hanging out there?

Yes sir.

Okay. Who, uh, who are you working for?
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Nobody.

So you were just kind of hanging out there?

Yes sir.

Okay. So you got, you got video of George and Cindy in a church, right?
Yes sir.

And you got some photographs on here, right?

Uh, yes sir.

You have photographs of the FBI fingerprinting Lee?

Yeah (affirmative), not knowing it was the FBI. Uh, | (inaudible).

Well who did you think was, who did you think were, was fingerprinting him?
Uhm, uhm, | really didn't give it any thought to be honest with you.
Really? And, and....

Yes sir.

....and this was up at Brad's office?

Uh, yes sir. |

Okay. And did, did Brad know you were taking these photographs?

Uh, no, oh, no sir.

Okay.

Because | was, like | say, | was playing with the phone.

Alright. Did, did Lee know you were taking them?

Uh, no sir.

Okay. Uhm, did the uh, did the FBI person that was uh, uh, taking Lee's
fingerprints, did they know you were taking the photographs?

I don’t think so.

Okay.
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Like | said, | was playing with my phone.

Alright. What were you going to do with these photographs or this video tape?
(Sighs.) Uh, probably sometime down the road, | don't know, (inaudible).

I think earlier you said you were going to make some money.

Yeah (affirmative). Well, probably (unintelligible) when this was all done probably
do something with them (inaudible).

Alright.

Yeah (affirmative), I'm, I'm telling myself....

Well, that's alright. | mean....

| tell myself it's going to be (inaudible).

Hey, you're not the only person trying to make money on this thing...

| know. | know.

...okay?

But | have to tell myself it's going to be memorabilia....

Alright.

...but, you know,

Yeah (affirmative), | understand, okay? Now earlier you uh, you, you uh, we
talked a little bit about the Ritz. You got photographs when you guys were
staying at the Ritz, right?

Of the uh, pool, yes sir.

The pool? Alright. And uh, when were you guys staying at the Ritz?

When?

Right.

Uhm, last uh, it was a week, let's see, a week ago Thursday. Uh, Thursday night,

they stayed Thursday night, Friday night and Saturday night. | stayed Thursday
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night, | think [, | think | only stayed one, | think | stayed only Thursday night.
Yeah (affirmative), because I...

Alright.

Because | went back (inaudible).

How many, how many rooms you guys have there?

Uh, they had uh, three.

They had three rooms at the Ritz?

Yes sir.

Okay, and who, who stayed in what room? Who....

Dominic....

(Inaudible) staying in different rooms?

Okay, Dominic was in uh, uh, 1024,

Okay.

George and Cindy were in 1022. Then they had a girl by the name of uhm,
Michelle Barth....

Okay.

...or Bart. Bart of Barth. She was in uh, something on the 5" floor. | think it
might be 536 or 538, something like that.

Alright.

And I, | know that because he asked me to go down there and show her to the
room. They didn’t want her to kind of come up and get involved with George and
Cindy. Uhm, so uh, now | carried her suitcase or helped her with her stuff to her
room. Uhm, I'm not sure what time that was. It was uh, late evening, seven
o'clock maybe.

Alright.
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Uhm, before they went to dinner. Uhm, (unintelligible).

Did you guys, did you go to dinner with them at the....

Uh, yes sir.
...at the Ritz?

Yes sir.

Okay. Who all ate dinner there at the Ritz?

Uh, it was uh, Dominic sat on uh, the one end. We had....

Alright, Dominic.

Dominic. Then it was George and Cindy. Then | sat on this end.

Okay.

| think they were, they sat between us....

Alright.

...on the other side (coughs). Uh, uh, directly opposite of me was Caitlyn. Next

to her....

Who, now who, who is Caitlyn?

Caitlyn is a lady who works for uh, ABC News.

ABC News?
Yeah (affirmative).

Okay.

| think, | think she’s a, | think somebody called her a planner.

A planner? Okay.

I don’t what he actually called her. Uhm, and then next to her was uh, Mallory,

uh...
Okay.

...Lee’s girlfriend.
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Right.

And then Lee. And then uhm, and that's what was initially there.

Right.

And then uh, Baez showed up | guess after we're there like forty minutes maybe.
Okay.

Uhm, I was drinking coffee and Sprite. Everybody ordered uh, well actually uh,
Caitlyn just ordered uhm, like the appetizers for everybody.

Caitlyn from ABC?

Yeah (affirmative), Caitlyn, what is it, yeah (affirmative), Caitlyn.

Right.

She ordered appetizers for everybody and then everybody ordered a meal and
they came out.

Okay.

And then uh, Baez, like | say, showed up. And I think Lee some, sometime
during that uhm, uh, period, | don’t know if uh, somebody told Lee to order for
him or he knew he was coming....

Oh, (inaudible), so....

...I'mnot sure. But when he got there, uh, soon after he got there uhm, there
was a meal there for uhm, uh, Baez.

So Lee ordered for Baez?

| think so; yes sir.

Baez? Okay. And you said »uh, uh, you said uh, uh, do you know who picked up
the bill?

Uh, the girl that was sitting across from me. They gave it to her. She gave him a

credit card.

! 290%

Hoover, James/Case #08-74777/GG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:

JH:
JA:

JH:

JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:

JA:

That was Caitlyn?

Uh, yes sir.

Caitlyn from ABC?

Yes sir.

Do you know who paid for the rooms at the Ritz?

Uh, I'm assuming the same person.

Alright, why do you say that? | think earlier you said that you thought that uh,
that Caitlyn from ABC paid for the rooms at the Ritz.

Well | mean because he's the only one that | saw there.

Okay. | see. Alright, uh, what'd you guys, what'd you guys have for dinner that
night?

(Sighs.) | had uh, (sighs), let me think. | had uh, some kind of like sliced steak.
Uhm, and they had uhm, crab puffs and uhm, like (inaudible), was it, oh,
tomatoes, uhm, fried tomatoes. Uhm, Cindy, | think Cindy had some kind of a
chicken dish. I'm not sure what George had. Dominic had uh, salmon | think.
Lee didn’t get anything. Uhm....

(Coughs.) What did Mr. Baez have?

I don't know. [didn't see it.

Okay. Alright.

Uh, he was at the other end, other end of the table.

Okay.

Uhm, Mallory had something that she didn’t eat because uh, it didn’t look like it
was cooked.

Okay.
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It was kind of strange looking. Uhm, and Caitlyn, she had uhm, I'm not sure.
She sat right across me. I'm not, I'm not sure what she had.

Alright. And what night was that?

That was uh, Thursday night.

Last Thursday?

Yes sir.

That would be the Thursday night we started recovering the remains of the child
out there....

Well uh....

...onuh....

Yes sir.

...on Suburban?

Yes sir.

And so the, the same night we were recovering the remains out there on
Suburban you guys were all at, at the Ritz having dinner with this lady, Caitlyn
from ABC?

Uh, yes. (Coughs.) Excuse me. Yes sir.

Okay. Alright. Alright uh, how, how long did you guys stay at the Ritz?

Uh, well they were there Thursday, Thursday night, Friday night, Saturday night,
and then Sunday (inaudible) right after the church service uh, | took them back to
their house.

Alright.

I didn't stay there all these nights. | stayed there uh, uhm, actually Thursday
night | was there.

(Coughs.)
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But | left | think...

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...at somewhere around one-thirty to come meet you and uh, to lock up the
house.

Right.

And then after | left the, the house at three something, or whatever, then | went
back to the hotel uhm, and watched TV.

Okay.

Uhm, Dominic uh, was sleeping in uh, there's like a, like a lounge chair room.
Alright.

He was sleeping there. Uhm, at, I'm not sure, six-thirty, seven o’clock, uhm, uh,
we went down, he and | had breakfast. Uh, George and Cindy, I'm not sure what
time they got up. Uhm, sometime that morning George went down for coffee.
Uhm, | went with him. Well they always wanted one of us with them. Uh, | went
with him. I'm not sure where Dominic was at the time. Uhm, let's see what else.
What did you guys discuss at dinner?

At dinner?

Yeah (affirmative).

Uh, (sighs), uh, Caitlyn uhm, let me think. Mostly the food. Mostly....

Mostly the food?

Yeah (affirmative), mostly, and mostly it was, it was really uhm, there was no
heavy conversation.

Alright.

There was nothing, there was nothing about the case. Uhm....

So Caitlyn didn’t ask any questions about the case?
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No. No sir. Uh, she uhm, she said they would get, she said they would get
together later.

Okay, get together....

(Inaudible.)

...get together later about?

| think, I think for like an interviéw or something.

| see.

Uhm, uhm, like | said, the conversation was just mostly uh, what was good, what
wasn’t good, what they're going to eat. Uhm, you know, nobody was like very
hungry. Uhm, excuse me.

(Coughs.) Alrighty.

Like | say, Lee didn’t even eat. Uhm, what else. No, but no, uh, | don’t
remember any conversations at all about, about the case. None whatsoever.
Okay.

Other than like | say, other than Caitlyn said, said we'll get together and talk
about things. You know, uhm, | guess it was just too soon you know, with
everything that was going on.

Right.

Uh.

Did Caitlyn stay there at the Ritz too?

Uh, yeah (affirmative). And you know, uh, | believe she did because | saw her at
six-thirty the next morning coming down the hall....

Okay.

....just going to the lob...uhm, going to the uhm, uh, elevator.

Alright.
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| said good morning to her.

Okay. Uhm, you got anything else we can cover with that uh, that happened at
the Ritz Nick what he told us about earlier?

| was curious, what, what, what did everybody do the next day? | mean
obviously you spend more than one day there. What did you guys do the next
day?

Oh, the next day? And let me think. Oh, okay. Oh, the next day, let me see.
Uh, like | say, Dominic and | had breakfast. Uh, we hung around. Went back to
the room and watched TV for a while. Uh, George, | think Dominic called
George, or George called Dominic. I'm not sure which. George decided he
want...he was going to go get breakfast. Uhm, | went, | met him. We went down
the elevator. He decided he didn't want breakfast. He went over to the uhm,
they have a, like a uhm, a bar down there.

Right.

But in the morning they have uh, coffee and donuts there.

Right.

He went over and bought uh, he went over and bought a coffee and a, | think he
got a, I don’t know if he got a donut or not. I'm not sure. | think uh, | think he just
got coffee. And then uh, there’s some lounge chairs there that's you know at the,
it's like a big lounge area. It's like where they have a piano kind of thing.

Right.

And uhm, we sat down. Now actually, actually this is probably the most uh,
uhm, and | sat there with George. He was really uhm, distressed. And he was
just talking about the uhm, (sighs), actually it was real personal stuff like between

him and Cindy. You know, you know, just their problems that they were having.
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You know, that uhm, they felt like they'd uh, thrown each other and Casey
underneath the bus, you know, from comments that they made; stuff like that.
Uhm, what else? Uh, he had talked about that, he was so depressed | think back
in September uh, he had contemplating and | don’t know if | should be saying all
this, but uh, contemplating taking his own life at one time.

Right.

Uhm, what else?

Did they indicate to you what they thought about Casey and what happened to
Caylee? What....

They had never mentioned her...oh, well that, that's not true. That’s not true.
Uhm, they just said that they, and I'm trying to think when they said it. | just
remember hearing them saying uh, | think it was in answer to, | think it was in
answer to somebody’s question. I'm not sure. | don’t know if it was Caitlyn, or it
was Baez or what. They just said uh, they, they still support her.

Hmm. Did they ever, did they ever uh, uh, at some point you've been around
them a while.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Uh, what do they think happened to Caylee? What have they said they think
happened to Caylee?

The, the only thing, the only thing | ever heard them say is that they support her.
Okay.

l, | never heard them say anything about the babysitter. | never heard them say
anything about a, a kidnapping; nothing like that. They don't talk about stuff like
that around me, you know. And, and the truth is uh, up until this past weekend

I've only been in the house uh, once before for like two or three minutes uh,
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where I've taken the uh, one time I've taken the uhm, bread pudding in for
George.

Right.

You know? And uhm, and like | said, | was in there for a few minutes. Uhm,
because Cindy had never....

Right.

...tasted bread pudding. She tasted it. She liked it. | left it for George. His
birthday was the next day.

Right.

My wife had made it for him. Uhm....

Didn’t you just say that they were upset because they threw Casey under the
bus?

Yeah (affirmative), yeah (affirmative).

Now....

Yeah (affirmative).

...is that your term, or is that their term?

Uh, that was uh, that was George's term.

Now exactly how did, how did he say that?

(Sighs). Okay. Uhm, yeah (affirmative), the, as close as | can remember, and
this is going to be pretty exact to be honest with you. Uhm, he didn’t know
(sighs), gosh. | feel bad saying this, but he said he didn’t know if uh, he and
Cindy were going to be together once this was all over because they were
bitching at each other because they each felt like uh, they, they each had felt like

the other one had thrown uh, Casey under the bus. And that's as, you know....

Alright.
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...as close as | can get. And he, and he said, and he said Lee also. Uh, uhm, |
guess, | guess all three of them kind of like (inaudible) each other....

Right.

...with different comments they made.

Alright. Have they ever said that they think that uh, that uh, that Caylee was
alive, or have they ever, | mean what do they think?

Oh, well up until uh, up until last Thursday uh, every time, you know, because |
was at some of those vigils. They would have....

Right.

....vigils uh, like one, well there for a while they would have them at the house.
Then | think....

Right.

...they started having them at the church. | never went to the church.

Yeah (affirmative).

Uh, | was at two at the house and then whenever they had them at the house....
Right.

...George always said uhm, You know, you have to think positive. You know,
she’s alive. And that she's....

This was, this was all out at the Ritz or?

No, no. This was....

Oh.

...this was at the house before you, you said....

Right. Okay.

Uh, you said if I'd ever heard them say, you know....

Right.

15
Hoover, James/Case #08-74777/GG gq E k‘?



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:
JA:

JH:

JA:
JH:

JA:
JH:

JA:
JH:

...that Casey, uhm, Caylee was alive.

Okay.

And the only time | heard them say that was uh, when they were at the vigils.
Okay.

Okay. That was the only time....

Alright.

... heard them say that.

And this was out with other people around?

Oh, yeah (affirmative)....

(Inaudible.)

....they had, they, they would have a....

So you weren't around any private conversation they had to prior to that, right?
Oh, no sir. No sir.

Okay. But at the Ritz uh, did they, did they indicate at the Ritz what they
thought?

Uh, uh, the only thing was uhm, uh, it, it wasn't proven that it was her. It's kind of
like....

Okay.

...you know, just you know, it was kind of like holding out, you know, hope
against hope.

Hope, yeah (affirmative).

Yeah (affirmative). Yeah (affirmative), hoping that somebody, that, | think, | think
she’d even said on TV or something it could be a, a different body or something.
Right.

| know | think she may have said that. I'm not sure.
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Were they, were you around when they had conversations with Caitlyn about
this?

No. The only conversation that they had around Caitlyn was they were at dinner
when | was there.

Right; okay.

And that was just uh, you know, what’s good for dinner...

Right.

...because Caitlyn obviously goes there a lot. And uh, she was recommended
uh, the crab puffs for uhm, uh, for appetizer.

Okay.

And uh, she ordered the uh, green toma... like | said, there was green tomatoes.
| think they had something else too, but. Oh, oh, and there was two, actually it
was, there was two things of the crab puffs and one thing of the tomatoes and
everybody like kind of split it up.

Okay, did you have any of the crab puffs?

Oh, yes sir.

Okay.

I'm Maryland, uhm....

| got you.

Yeah (affirmative), okay (laughs).

(Inaudible).

Okay.

(Inaudible) what?

Crab puffs (inaudible).
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(Coughs.) Uhm. What about uh, the conversation that took place between
Caitlyn and, and uh, Mr. Baez?

Uhm, it was just uh, when he, when he got there they're real familiar with each
other.

Right.

Uhm....

Caitlyn and Mr. Baez?

Yes sir.

Okay.

And uh, when he first got there he kind of leaned over, let me think. Leaned over
to her right. Kind of gave her a, you know what I'm talking, like a little hug and
you know....

Right.

...a cheek-to-cheek kind of a thing.

Okay.

Uhm, and they had just a little pleasantry between them. | don't remember what
they said. And then he just walked down to the end of the table and sat down.
Uhm...

Okay.

...that's pretty much the only conversation | think that uh, like | say, it wasn't a
whole lot. Uhm...

Alright.

...(unintelligible).

Well were you pre...were you present well for any conversations between Mr.

Baez and Caitlyn at, at some point later or (inaudible)?
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Uh, no sir.

(Inaudible.)

No, he left, he left that night. | hadn't, | didn’t see him back there again.

Okay.

| didn't see him again until he showed up at uh, Mr. and Mrs. Anthony’s house
uh, that Sunday.

Okay. Now you uh, you, you were, you told Agent Savage and | earlier about uh,
oh, about a tip that you followed up with uh, uh, uh, uhm, out on Suburban.

Oh, the yeah (affirmative), okay.

Tell, tell me, tell us about that.

Oh, uh, uh, Dominic called me uh, at my house uh, the day before uhm, and said
uh, he needed me to come down and help him. And | assumed it was something
to do with you know, taking George and Cindy somewhere. You know, and uh....
Right.

You know because they're always getting threats, this and that. And uh, so, we
were supposed to meet at eight o’clock. He showed up at right around eight-
fifteen. Uhm, he was kind of like in a somber mood. Uhm, he told me, he said
uhm, he said he knew where, he thought, he thought he knew where uh, Caylee
was. And | said, “Fine. Great. You know, let's, let's go get her.” Uhm, I'm
thinking she's alive somewhere. You know, some playing, well somebody
playing with you guys...

Right.

...or you know. And uhm, so then we drove down to uh, uh, towards the uhm,
Anthony, the, you know, that neighborhood. Uh, drove down to uhm, uh,

Suburban Drive. Uhm, told me, told me to drive down to the end, make a U-turn
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and come back up. | parked up at uhm, whatever that uh, intersection is where
you guys have the, you know, the, the uhm, the, the street where | met you. |
was parked right about there. Uh, (sighs), let me see. Uhm, let me see. | had
brought uh, | had my, uh, you know | do a lot of video taping because....

Right.

....private investigators work mostly insurance cases. |...

Okay.

...l always carry two cameras, you know. Uhm, Dominic got out of the car. |, |
think, 1, | don’t think he, he got on his cell phone but | think he, I think he called
after he got out of the car because he didn’t call in the car. Uhm, he told me, he
told me to uh, bring the cameras (sound of cellular phone ringing), may ?
(Inaudible).

Uh, we'll, we'll hold onto that. We need to finish what we’re doing here.

Okay, that's fine.

Okay.

Okay, uhm, let me think. Uh, uh, uhm, so | took my one camera, well | took the
camera and, and | ran a little bit of tape in the front and (unintelligible) the back.
| rewound it. | looked at the tape. It was all red. It was like uh, uhm, the color
was all off.

Okay.

So | put the camera down. | grabbed my other camera. I, it was sin the
backseat. Uhm, | took that camera. Uhm, by this time Dominic had uh, let me
think. He had, | think he had walked across, let's see. By the time, yeah
(affirmative), by the time | got my camera out and took it out of the case and did

all that....
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Okay.

...uhm, | think he had walked across the street and had started walking down the
uhm, facing towards the school. He had started walking down the uh, right hand
side, uh, partly uh, uhm, like there was no sidewalk there, but like in the grass
area.

Okay.

Okay. And he was, did he have, no, he didn’'t have the rod then. Uhm, so he
kept walking, walking, walking. And uh, I'm pretty sure the whole time he had his
uh, cell phone with him. Uhm.... |

Who was he talking to?

Uh, | don’t know.

Okay.

Uh, | did ask him but he....

Alright.

....he never told me. Uhm, let's see what else. And this is about, uh, this is
probably around uh, some, right now somewhere around uh, nine-thirty | guess.
Okay.

Somewhere, somewhere in that neighborhood.

What day?

Sir?

What day?

That was on a Saturday. Uhm, November the 15",

Okay.
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Uhm, what else was | going to say? So he, so anyway, he kept walking down,
walking down. And | don’t, and again, | don’t remember if he had his cell phone
on the whole time, but he was carrying it with him.

Okay.

Uhm, so he walked out pretty far down. So | backed my car up. | backed it uh,
almost the full, not the full length, but uh, probably uhm, right near the uh, school.
Okay.

I think there, | think there was like a fence there. So | parked it there. Uh, he
had, he had come down that far. Uhn’f, let me think. He had kind of like ducked
in uh, the, a couple little spots he had like kind of, kind of ducked in. Uh....|
guess to check, you know....

(Coughs.)

....check it out. Then he came back out.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

He wasn't dressed for uh, you know, like searching in the woods,

Right. |

You know, he wasn't like camouflage and all that kind of stuff. Uhm, let me see
what else. Oh, uh, he, uh, he came out. He had gone in just a few feet. He
came out and says uhm , uh, come on.

When you say a few feet how far do you mean?

Uh, like two, two or three steps.

Two or three steps?

Yeah (affirmative).

Okay.
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Yeah (affirmative), that, yeah (affirmative) not nothing more than that. Uhm, let
me think. So then uh, what'd | do? I'm trying to....

Did he ever go into the, did he ever go in more than two or three steps?

Uhm, | think probably the most, | doubt, | doubt more than five.

Okay.

[ think....

Alright.

...I think probably five would have been the, the most he went in. And again, but
they’re not like major....

Right.

You know, that, like major strides because there’s like brush and you're stepping
over stuff.

Right.

You know, that type of thing. Uh, so (inaudible) like you know if, if you, a normal
stride’s close to three feet, you know.

Right.

So you know, if you're doing like a, a, you know, two and a half foot stride.. ..
Right.

....uh, and that was probably a lot. Say probably ten feet, twelve feet....

Okay.

...maybe in. Uh, uhm, let me think. Uh, at one point uh, there was uhm, uh, |
guess you call them pavers. There were three pavers uhm, real close to the
road. Real close. | mean...

Right.
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...just a, just a couple feetin. There was like uh, brush | think it was, or, oh, not
brush, a bush, that kind of like curled over (inaudible), or kind of like run over.
And uh, there was like uhm, three pavers there. The center one was broke |
remember. Uhm, and Dominic said uh, “This might be the site.” Uhm, | had a
new camera. Excuse me. Uhm, | video, you know, | video taped that.

Right.

And then right near that there was a uh, a piece of plastic that we thought was, |
don’t know what we thought it was. So | video taped that too. It turned out just to
be | think a, a piece of uhm, some kind of a disc. Uhm, what else?

Hold on a second. Let me show you something.

(Unintelligible.)

Go ahead.

| think. Well he took uhm, he, he moved, he uh, |, | don’t think he slid them over.
| think he flipped them over. Yeah (affirmative), | can't, |, |, 'm not sure but I....
Alright.

...think he flipped the uhm, the stones over.

Okay.

And he took the rod...oh, oh, I'm, oh, no, I'm sorry. He had a uh, what do you call
it? Notarake. It's uhm, darnit. Like garden...

Yeah (affirmative).

It looks like a rake. A little garden with threye, three prongs on it.

Okay.

Uh, raked uh, down phh, real light, real light.

Okay.
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Uh, (sighs), took the uhm, the rod, probably about a three, four foot rod maybe.
I'm not sure what it was (inaudible).

Okay.

Uhm, it might have been stainless steel. And poked it down three or place, no,
more than that. Five or six times.

Okay.

Then the only thing uhm, I'm trying to remember if he put the, uh, I'm trying to
remember if he put the uhm, the things back. [, | don't remember to be honest
with you. Uhm....

Was he taking any pictures?

Sir?

Was he taking any pictures?

He, he had his, he uh, and |, you know, | hadn't really remembered this, but uhm,
| think he had, he had this uh, he, he did not have a video camera. | always use
a video camera.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

And he had the uh, still camera.

Okay.

I'm not sure what kind it is but it's just a, phh, just a, | don't think it's a, a very
expensive model. Justa....

Right.

...cheapo | guess. | don’t want to embarrass him but (laughs).

That’s alright.

(Laughs.) So uh, let me think what else.

So he was taking pictures?
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Uh, yes sir.

And, and why were you video taping?

Uh, uh, you always uh, | mean, now I've been doing this for what, forty years.
How far away from me were you vid...were you when you were video taping?
How many from, from him?

How ma...how far from, from him were you?

Uh, three feet maybe.

Okay, so you (inaudible)?

It would, it would vary because.....

Alright.

Uh, it would vary because uh...

Alright.

Because you can't get too close.

Right.

You know because I'm trying to get you know, just like the area. Now when we
saw the, the three things, he said, “Oh, this looks like a gravesite.” Okay. So,
“‘Get a shot of this.” So he’s, you know, | got...

[t looks like a what?

I'm sorry?

What does it look like?

He said, uh, he said you know, “This looks like this might be a gravesite,”
because of the three, the three things were like perfectly set. Like there'd be
one...

Okay.

...right here, right here and right here.
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Okay.

And they're in just like in a perfect line, you know.

So he said that it looked like a gravesite?

Yeah (affirmative), yeah (affirmative).

Okay.

Or words, words to that effect.

Okay.

Uh, let me think. So he, like | say, he pulled the blocks back, stuck the rod in a
couple times.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Uh, how many times | don’t know. Uh, but that was after he kind of raked back a
little bit. Uh, he, I'm sure, I'm sure he took a picture of that because that was
kind of like a big deal seeing that.

(Coughs.)

Who were you video taping this for?

Sir?

Who did you video tape this for?

Oh, Dominic had asked me to video tape it. Like | said, every case I've ever
worked I've always video tapped it. But all my work’s always been insurance
work.

Alright, okay.

So you video taped all these, all the Caylee tips that you worked on?

This is the only time |, | went on something like that with him. Every, all the other
times, like | told you before, it was just uh, going down to the house, video taping

people you know, entering the house, or threatening them and that sort of thing.
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He asked you to video tape it?

Uh, yes sir.

And did, what did he say he wanted the video tape for?

Uh, (sighs), uh, | don't think he gave a reason.

Okay.

Justuh....

How long were you guys down there?

(Sighs.) How long we were there? We went in (sighs)...

(Coughs.)

...maybe uh, (coughs), an hour maybe.

An hour or so0?

Maybe, maybe not quite an hour.

Okay. How much....

That'’s, that's probably a pretty good guess; right around there.

Alright.

But now he, now uhm, he did go in and come out a couple times and, and call,
you know, make a call on the phone.

Okay.

So the whole time wasn’t, the whole time was not being, you know, in that uh....
Alright.

....uh, in that uhm, uhm, uh, uhm, forest area.

Okay.

Uhm, he would say, | would say he made uhm, phh, at least four phone calls.

Okay.
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And uh, | think and I'm sure he was calling the person who had told him to go
down there. |

| see.

But again, he, you know, he....

Did he say where he got this tip from?

No sir, he never told me. |, I did ask him. He never told me.

Okay. And uhm, when you guys got done uh, what, what did you do after you,
after you finished (inaudible)?

Uh, after we left there we went to, they were supposed to do, a uhm, uh, we call
it press conference.

Okay.

George and Cindy had a uhm, what do you call it, a, a meet uh, a meet and greet
day up on let’s see, | think it was 436, Semoran Boulevard.

Okay.

I'm pretty sure they had what they called the command center. They had a tent
up there and they were selling T-shirts and buttons and....

Who all was at the command post?

(Sighs.) Oh, let's see. (Coughs.) It was uh, there, there were two or three
people | didn’t know. But the people | did know was uhm, Dennis and his wife,
Sherry. They were from the Kids uh, Find Network; uh, this girl uhm, uhm,
Michelle Barth. That's the first time I'd ever seen her. She was there. Uhm, all
of a sudden she became, she, she was uh....

(Coughs.)

Somehow or another she’'d become the spokesman for this group.

Okay.
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Okay. She was supposed to be the, uh, the public relations person for uh, the
Kids Find Network. But all of a sudden she was telling George and Cindy this uh,
TV station wants to interview you. Do it over here.

Right.

I mean she was kind of like took charge.

| see.

Uhm, very uhm, very bossy (chuckles).

Right.

Uh, let's see. At one point | didn’t see it because | had to move my car, uhm, |
had parked if you're facing uh, where they had it | parked to the left.

Right.

And somebody had come out and said you know, they’d like to have these cars
moved. So when | moved that car, or my car....

(Coughs.) I'm sorry.

...| think Dominic, | think Dominic had had a uh, an interview on TV. I'm not sure.
And that was about twelve o’clock. It was somewhere around noon by the time.
Alright.

Uhm, they had uh...

Who, who saw this video tape? Once you, once you had the video tape who saw
it?

Nobody.

So no one at all? Did you give itto....

It was just in my camera.

Alright.

So Dominic never asked to see it once you were...
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No sir.

...finished?

No sir.

And you've never been asked for it?

No sir.

Okay.

Not even now?

Uhm, oh, yeah (affirmative), he's asked for it recently. Well...

Who has?

Uh, Dominic.

What did you tell him when he asked for it?

| told him | taped over it.

What did he say when you told him you taped over it?

He called me uh, he called me a dumb fuck (laughing).

Okay.

Oh, no, no he, and I'm sorry. Obviously | was a dumb fuck and then | was a, a
fucking idiot. That's what it was, yeah (affirmative). Uh, so |, so (coughs), so |
probably had a few words about, about that.

Alright.

Telling him, | knew, | don’t think he knew who the fuck he was talking to. It kind
of pissed me off.

Did he say he, why he needed it? When, when, when you say recently when,
when did he first start asking for it?

Oh, let me think. He asked me the first time uhm, let me think now. It's been

recent though.
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Recent as in the last day or two? Uh, uh, last week? The week before?

No, no, it's been uh, it's been, let me think. Yeah (affirmative), because it's just
been sitting, like it was like somebody had taped over it.

Alright.

It's just been sitting uh, in my camera for ever since uh, November.

Okay. Was it, was it since uh, or has it been since we found this body out there
on Suburban, or was it before that?

| know he’s, | know he’s asked me uh, since then.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

But I'm not sure, oh, yeah (affirmative), he, oh, yeah (affirmative), he did ask me
for it a while back. Uh, but |, but again, | told him, oh, that's what it was, yeah
(affirmative). Uh, | had uh, taped my son’s uhm, uh, parade, | told you....

Right.

Because his parade, he's in a little Tiger Scout thing.

Okay.

Let me think. Uh, (making sounds). | told him that uh, he asked me how long
the, the, the, the uhm, parade thing was. | said | think it was probably close to an
hour worth of tape on it. But | don't think it's quite that long. But the, the parade
was an hour, but | had stopped the tape you know, and started, and all that sort
of thing. And uhm, let me see. So it had to been, it had to have been after my
son’s uhm, uh, parade.

(Coughs.) Okay.

Because, because | said to him | had, | had uh, taped over it. You know, it just
wasn't any big deal. It was just uh, and nothing was on it.

Alright.
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Uh, left it in the camera. Nobody ever asked to see it. Nobody asked for it. Uhm,
yeah (affirmative), so it had to be after December the 6", (inaudible) what the
date was for the uh, parade. And like | say, the, the, the film stayed in the
camera. | just recently starting to date a lady in Orlando Lakes. Uhm, my little
boy picked up the camera. He and uhm, his little friend, and his little friend’s
name’s Dominic (laughs), no, no relation to (inaudible).

Right.

And uh, they, they were playing with it. And uh, they would video tape
themselves at the house, and you know, | think uh, video tape myself and....
Do you know Dominic was, uh, you, did you know that Dominic was forwarding
tips on uh, Dominic and Cindy were forwarding tips onto uhm, to law
enforcement? Did you know that they had been sending tips to us?

[ mean....

That they, they (inaudible).

...it's beenon TV. |meanit's beenon TV since....

Right.

...for six months.

Alright.

You know they have the hotline. They have the tip line. They got the....

But | don't believe that's what, he didn’t ask you that.

Oh.

Okay.

But....

Were you aware that Dominic uh, through Cindy, was forwarding tips to law

enforcement? Did you ever have conversations....

> 2934

Hoover, James/Case #08-74777/GG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

JH:
JA:

JH:

JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:

JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:

JA:
JH:
JA:
JH:

JA:
JH:

 would, I....

...we got to get this over to the police? There was a sighting of Caylee at this
McDonald’s? There’s a sighting of Caylee at....

Oh, he would tell, oh, he would tell me, he would tell me on the phone that uh, he
had to track down uh, one time there’s uhm, supposedly they had the video tape
from Ohio.

Right.

Another time there was a sighting in uh, Gainesville.

Right.

And |, and | said to him, | said, “Well there’s a sighting in Gainesville.” | said,
“Why didn’t you call me? | could have went out and checked it out for you.”
Alright.

Because |, you know, I'm, I'm a lot closer than he is to Gainesville.

Right.

And never got an answer. Uh, there was uhm, and then the most recent thing
was the one down here...

Right.

...in uhm, the mall down here...

Right.

...in Florida. Uhm, let me think. What else did he tell me? But he said, oh, he
said Cindy, Cindy drove him crazy because she would call ten to twelve times a
day with tips.

Right.

Okay. So....
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(Coughs.) Do you know, did he ever tell you that he forwarded this tip on
Suburban uh, that you guys, obviously that tip, that must have meant something
if you guys actually went out there and took pictures and video taped. Did uh,
what did he tell you about forwarding that tip onto law enforcement?

Uh, (sighs), he didn’t say anything. Uh, he didn’t say anything. Like | say, most
of the time | came down here was just uh, over to the house.

So he never indicated that he forwarded that tip onto the police?

No. Uhm, no, like, like | told you earlier uh, when we were at the house that
Sunday and the, the new attorney came in, | said in front of everybody there, |
said, “Dominic,” | said, “Do they know that we had searched that area?” He said,
“Yes.” And (inaudible)....

So it was this past Sunday?

Yes sir.

Okay.

Oh, uhm, yeah (affirmative).

Now who was present at this meeting where, where this question was asked, uh?
Uh, George was there, Cindy was there, uhm, Baez was sitting on the sofa. That
lady, Linda uhm, whatever her, her last name is....

The other attorney?

Yes sir. Uhm...

Okay.

The, the other...

Was Brad there?

Uhm, uh, | don't, (sighs), Brad came later.

Okay.
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And | don't, (sighs).

But they were having this open discussion? They, they weren't....

Oh, yeah (affirmative), it was, it was....

| mean this wasn't....

There was a lot...

This wasn't a private discussion one-on-one?

No, no.

They were discussing this open to everyone?’

It was, no, it was, it was like a lot of side bars going on to....

Okay.

Uh, Baez and Linda were talking about uh, uh, we can do this, we can do that.
They uh, they were talking about the body. Uhm, well no, the remains that
(inaudible).

Linda and Baez were talking?

Oh, yes sir.

What were they saying?

Uhm....

What is do this and do that? Well can you...

Yeah (affirmative).

...elaborate on that a little bit please?

Yeah (affirmative), what were they saying they could do?

Uhm, well first, first of all they, they told uh, George and Cindy that uhm, the, well
he said this, “George you have to hear this. This is going to be hard for you to
hear, but...

Right.
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...I have to tell you.” He said the uh, Quantico, | think he said, I'm pretty sure he
said Quantico, not the police.

Right.

Uhm, wants to deflesh (sic), deflesh (sic) the bone. And George, you know I'm,
I'm sitting kind of like diagonal from George. | saw him. He got kind of just
disgusted looking.

Right.

Okay? Cindy was sitting on the floor in front of the TV. | was sitting to her side,
so | really didn't see a, you know, a facial expression...

Right.

...from her. But she just kind of, | think uh, (inaudible) she just kind of like
dropped her head. Uhm, and she said, “We can't let them do that. | want that
body.” Uh, “I want her cremated. | want to keep her ashes.” Uh, at this time this
is when Linda and uhm, Baez had a little sidebar on the, | mean they were....
Right.

...talking loud enough we could hear. And they were going to file, they were
going to, their words were, “We'll write up something and get an injunction,”
okay? They talked about how the defense wasn't allowed to see the autopsy, or
be at the autopsy.

Right.

Uh, they didn’t think that was fair. What else was it? Uh, (making sounds), gosh.
They uhm...

Did....

Oh, I'm sorry.
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Did, did you ever hear of them say, you know, we've done a lot, uh, we've
attended autopsies in other murder cases? Uh, did you ever hear them say that?
No. The, the uh, lady uhm, uh, the lady said she uhm, let me think. She said
she was pretty familiar with autopsies.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

So uhm, let me think. She described something. What was it...

What I’'m asking | mean uh, after talking about this....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...and, and they say it was unfair, while they were saying it was unfair did you,
did they ever say that you know in other murder cases we've been allowed to go
into autopsies? Did they ever say that? Did you ever hear them say...

[, and uh, Baez didn't say it, but | think uh, I think Linda said it.

Okay, did she say which cases she’d been uh, invited or....

Uh, no sir.

...or allowed to attend autopsies?

No. She just said uh, she's from New York.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Uh, let me think. | think she may have said something to the effect uh, I've, I've
done murder cases before and I've never, | don't she said never. And, and
maybe it was like it's rare that you're not allowed to, to attend an autopsy, or
have a representative at an autopsy.

So did...

So, you know, something, you know, you know, something to that effect.

So you got the impression from her that uh, that lawyers, that defense attorneys

go into autopsies....
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Oh, yeah (affirmative), that’s....

...routinely?

Yeah (affirmative).

Okay.

Pretty much. Yes sir.

Okay.

Was, was Dr. Lee there?

Oh, no sir.

What about Cathy Reichs?

| don’t know who that is. But uh, there’s a Cathy R...uh, now the only people
there like | said, was uh, uh, Dominic, George and Cindy, uhm, uh, Baez, that girl
Linda, that fellow, that tall fellow from uh, Lincoln, Nebraska was there, uh,
myself, and [, | think | already said Cindy.

Did they talk about going down to, to the scene at all?

Uh, no. Well, well when we first got to the house uhm, well let me, and let me
back up uh, one step. Saturday, and was it Saturday? No, it wasn't Saturday. It
must have been Friday. Friday uh, George and Cindy asked me to take them
back to the house to get some fresh clothes, okay?

Okay.

And uh, when | took them back to the house to get some fresh clothes, I'm not
sure what time that was, uh, eleven-thirty, twelve o’clock maybe. I'm not real
sure. Uhm, | carried the suitcase in. Dominic and | stayed for fifteen, twenty
minutes. We left to go get his truck. Uh, he told them we’d be gone for two
hours. And he said to them, “Do not go near,” he get, he gets kind of bossy

(laughs).
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Right.

Uh, “Do not go down there.” Probably, and he must have said it ten times. It
became really annoying. Uh, do not go down there. Promise me you're not
going to leave the house. And there’s like, oh, gosh, there must have been a
hundred people outside, you know, with the cameras and...

Right.

...onlookers and that sort of thing. Uhm...

And who was this now saying this?

Oh, Dominic was telling uh, uh, he was speaking specifically to Cindy.

Okay.

“Promise me you're not going down there.” You know, uhm, you know, and then
again, he must have said it, (sighs), | think uh, uh, he got pretty annoying. | think
he annoyed her with it so much. I'm thinking, “Why are you doing this?" Then so
we went out the side door, out the garage, got in my car. We left. Went out and
got his truck. Uh, we came back. And it was probably, we were probably gone
like two hours because traffic was horrible. Uhm, we took his truck over to,
where'd we take his truck? Oh, uh, truck, uhm, darn it, to the church over on uh,
Conroy, Conroy Gardens Road.

(Coughs.) Conway Gardens.

Conway Gardens Road.

Okay?

Yeah (affirmative).

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Dropped his truck off over there. Went down to the house. Uh, went in the

house. Uh, came out in just a very few minutes. Uh, had the same suitcase.
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They repacked it, you know, with | guess fresh clothes. [ putit in the car. They
jumped in the car uhm, and we drove away. Drove back to the uh, oh, no, we
didn’t go back to the hotel. I'm sorry. That's when | drove them down to see you,
you guys...

Oh, to....

...on the, on...'m sorry?

You drove down to see us?

Uh, uh, downtown on Living...Livingston Street...

Oh, the....

.. itis.

...uh, when we did the fingerprinting?

Yes sir.

That would have been when you took the pictures of the FBI?

Yeah (affirmative), yeah (affirmative), yeah (affirmative).

Okay.

Yeah (affirmative), I'm, uh...

Okay.

Yeah (affirmative), yeah (affirmative).

Get...getting back to that Sunday when uh, when uh, there was discussion about
uhm, you know, that tip on Suburban you guys followed up on.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Uhm, what, well do you remember what Mr. Baez said about that?

(Sighs.) | don'’t think he responded.

No?
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I don't think there was uh, you know, because |, because I, because |, | had
actually said it twice. | said to Dominic, loud enough so everybody could hear.
Right.

Not, uh, not uh, real loud, “Dominic, do they know that we were in, were in down
that way?”

And what did Dominic say?

And |, | think | said in that area.

Okay.

He said, “Yeah (affirmative), they know.” And then uh, George was sitting like
say on the, on the...

Right.

...farend. And uh, | said, “You guys know we were down there, right?” And he
said, “Yeah (affirmative).” (Inaudible.)

Who did?

| think, and, and, and | wouldn't swear on a stack of bibles to this.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Okay, but | think that George said he did, had even walked down that uh, area
one time. Not that he walked into the woods, but....

Right.

....he walked down that area.

Okay.

Okay. Uhm....

So you're saying that George and Cindy were aware of this tip?

I'm saying that George and Cindy were aware that Dominic and | had been in

that area, yes sir.
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So you explained to them why you were in that area? So they were aware of the
tip? That, that Dominic had received a tip that Caylee....

Well the word tip, it was never, uh, the word tip was never....

Did they know, did they know what y'all were doing down there on Suburban?
Oh, I'm sure.

Or did they, or did they think you guys were down there planting trees?

Oh, no. I'm sure they knew we were down looking for Caylee.

(Inaudible.)

Oh, I know, you know what? And uh, you know what? Uh, | know they knew
because uh, Dominic, be, oh, yeah (affirmative), because we had, yeah
(affirmative), okay. We had, when we had gone up uh, to the uhm, what they call
the meet and greet thing.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Uh, he hadn’t told them then you know, what we were doing.

Who hadn't told them that?

Dominic.

Dominic? Okay.

Yeah (affirmative), and it wasn’t my place to say anything (inaudible)....

Right.

...you know? Uhm, so when we were up there, we like stay, we stayed several
hours, okay? Uh, | think until about four o'clock maybe. Four-thirty...

Okay.

...somewhere in there. And he didn’t tell them that day, and he didn’t tell them
why, we were supposed to have been there like at nine-thirty or something, and

again, we didn’t get there until ten-thirty or whatever.
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Alright.

And he never explained to them why we were late. He just never said anything
to them.

Right.

They just, | don’t know why. Uhm, (inaudible) I'm sorry.

Well how did George and Cindy know?

Well I'm, now | just lost my train of thought (unintelligible). I'm sorry. Darn it,
Okay, hold on a second. I'm just going blank. I'm sorry. Uhm, darn it.

Well you were up at the (unintelligible), you were up to the meet and greet and
you were running late.

We were at the, right, okay.

(Inaudible.)

He didn’t say, and he didn’t say anything to them then. Darn it. I'mtrying to
remember....

(Coughs.)

And I'm not avoiding the answer to the question. I'm just really, and I'm really
trying to think when | knew that they, they knew that we were there. Because |
left, because when | left there that day | didn’t, | wasn’t back down here for weeks
and weeks and weeks. That was the last time...

Right.

| mean it was like uh, as a matter of fact, | don’t remember, | don’t know if | came
back down after that again until just uh, this last uh, this past week.

Right.

But wait a minute, I'm uh, I'm trying (inaudible). | think it, it might have been on

the phone because he, Dominic would call me....
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Right.

...on a fairly, you know at least once a week, kind of like touch base.

Okay.

Oh, or | would call him and say you know....

Right.

..."What's going on this weekend?” You know, like | said, I'm just recently
divorced.

Right.

Kind of, you know, I'm just kind of, a lot of time on my hands. You know, a real
emotional kind of guy.

Right.

| would call, “You got anything you need done this weekend?” “No.” You know,
uh, “Well give me a call if you need anything.” You know, that type of thing.
Right.

And | would say uhm, “Anything going on, you know, with the case?” Uh, and
sometimes there would be conversation. “Oh, we're just still tracking down
leads.” And then he would tell me uhm, I think the Ohio thing, the lead in Ohio
uh, uh, that might have happened during that period of time too. I'm not sure. |
knew the thing about...

Okay.

....Gainesville came up. | had asked him about, on one conversation | had....
Right.

....asked him about the, the hacking thing. Uhm....

What hacking thing?
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Oh, it was on the news that somebody in the Ocala area had hacked into the
uhm, uh, Anthony's computers and he was supposed to be tracking that down.
They talked about how uh, somebody from the Marion County Sheriff's
Department had contacted, I'm not sure if they had contacted him or had
contacted uhm, uh, Cindy. I’'m not sure. Uhm, and they told them it was none of
their business because it was a federal....

Who told them that?

Uh, Dominic said he told them that.

Told the uh....

The uh, the uhm....

Marion County....

Marion County uh....

...Sheriff's Office?

Yes sir.

Alright.

Yes sir. Uhm, what else? Uh, but sometime during, during that, you know, those
conversations and the, the uhm, phh, what else was it? And just (inaudible)
conversations that we would have on the phone.

Right.

And | would, | would talk to him at least once, you know....

Right.

...once a week.

Alright, but we....

(Inaudible).
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...we want to get back to you, you've said, and you, you sort of said standing
outside....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...that uh, that uh, George and Cindy and, and, and Mr. Baez.....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...knew about that tip....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...down on Suburban.

Uh-hum (affirmative). Now, uh, yeah (affirmative), because George and Cindy
acknowledged it. But now Baez didn’t acknowledge it.

Okay.

He was sitting there, but he didn't, he, like | say, he was talking uh, to uh, the
lady next to him, and basically about uh, uh, you know, they were going to file
some kind of motion to stop...

Right.

Uh, stop the uh....

Okay.

...defleshing (sic) thing.

Alright.

And also oh, they also told them that uh, they probably had a good chance of not
getting the body back. Uh, that Casey, a question came up uh, would Casey
have the right to, you know, have the, they were using the word remains, not
body. Uhm, if she would have the right to, to determine you know, what
happened to her....

Right.
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...once uh....

Because she's next of kin, or she’s (inaudible).

Yeah (affirmative), right. But uh, Baez and uh, they were saying probably not
because uh, | guess because the charges.

Okay.

They said something more legalese than that I'm sure.

Alright.

Uh, and then Cindy said, “Well | want her and you know we're going to have her,
| want to have her cremated. | want to keep her ashes with me forever,” and you
know, and things like that. George, George was pretty quiet the whole time. |,
uhm....

Alright.

...I never remember George saying anything. He got up once to go make coffee.
He went out in the garage and found a old coffee maker and took it out in the
kitchen.

Alright.

Uh, they, they, they went and got some kind of uhm, chips and crackers and a
salsa dip, and you know, just, you know just, uh, uh....

(Coughs.) Uhm...

Uhm....yes sir.

Uh, did uh, you didn’t know how often that uh, Mr. Baez and Cindy spoke to one
another? Was that....

No, no sir, | don’t know.

You have no idea?

No sir.
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Alright. And you said something earlier. |, | know standing outside you said that
uh, Dominic and Cindy seemed awfully close.

Uh-hum (affirmative), yeah (affirmative).

And that there was....

Yeah (affirmative), uncom...uh, for me, uncomfortable.

Alright. Oh, uncomfortable? Okay.

| mean and, and....

And you....

...if, if  was the husband and you know, uhm, |, I'd be concerned (chuckles).
And why, why do you say that? What, what, what did you see that made you....
(Sighs.)

...that made it seem uncomfortable?

On uh, (sighs), let me see. Well, Cindy’s a very touchy-feely kind of person.
Uh-hum (affirmative).

And, and there’s nothing wrong with that, you know.

Right. No, that’s right.

Uh, she always sees me and she’s only seen me a few times.

Yeah (affirmative).

You know | always get a little hug and you know, that kind of thing and.
Right.

And she, and | mean but she hugs everybody.

Right.

It's not, you know, she hugs everybody. But uhm, uh, well like the day at the

uhm, uhm, at the office, at uh, the, the attorney’s office. George was sitting

(inaudible).
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Which attorney’s office?

Uh, uhm, Mr. Conway, Conroy...

Okay.

Conway. Uh, she was sitting over in a corner. Dominic was sitting, there, | think
there was two chairs....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...like uh, you know, like this. And uh, they were like holding hands. And just,
you know, just uh, you know, run their hand up and down their arms. And
George is sitting there on the, on, on the, | guess a little....

Right.

...a little sofa there if | recall right. And uh, it just....

What were other people in the room doing when this was going on?

Uh, uh, let me see. They, | think Cindy had called, | think Cindy had tried to call
Lee several times.

Okay.

Because as you know, Lee initially...

Yeah (affirmative).

Oh, we had, oh, we had driven by Lee's house....

Right.

...uh, for him to, | don’t know if you knew this, but we had driven by, driven by
Lee’s house to bring him there and he refused to come.

Oh, to the finger, the uh, when we, when we got their fingerprints?

Yes sir. Yes sir.

Okay.

We had driven by there first to you know, for him to come with us.
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So you had George and Cindy?
Uh-hum (affirmative).

You guys had George and Cindy?

And Dominic was in the car too; yes sir.
And uh, and you and Dominic had George and Cindy?
Uh-hum (affirmative).

And then y’all drove by Lee's house....
Uh-hum (affirmative).

...and asked him to come and....

Yes sir.

...he refused?

Yes sir.

Do you know why he refused?

No sir.

Well what did he say?

Well I, well uh, they went in the house.
Alright.

[, | was in the car.

They, then they come back and they, they, who said he refused?
Uh, Cindy, let's see. Yeah (affirmative), George, yeah (affirmative), | think might.
| know Cindy went in the house. | think, | think they both went in the house,

(Coughs.) Do you, do you have any idea why he would, would uh, wouldn't want

to help identify the remains out there or....
Uh, no, it’s....
...uh, help with that?
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And well uh....

Well help us? | mean why do you think....

Yeah (affirmative), | can....

....he would not want to help us?

....I can tell you. | can, | can tell you that.

Okay, and tell, tell me.

Yeah (affirmative), | can tell you that. Uh, you might not like the answer and I'm,
and I'm not trying to be rude or anything.

Sure. No, no, we, we, uh....

Uh, the, the story was that | got, okay, was that he had been asked to come
down to give a uhm, DNA sample.

Right.

And uhm, he had come down to where...wherever where that was.

Right.

And after doing the DNA uhm, he was being questioned and he was being held
against his will. Uhm, well | don’t know if uh, held against his will is the right
term. But uh, at one point uh, uh, uh, |, and | think it was you. And again, I'm not
trying to, you know....

Right.

Uh, had uhm, uh, asked him to go into another room. And | don’'t remember if he
said that uh, you were going to fingerprint him or you were going to take like mug
shots. And he got all upset and uh, (sighs), somehow and uh, he wanted an
attorney. Uh, this wasn't right. He uh, and again, this was from Dominic.

Sure.
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This was Dominic. Uhm, that he was held there for two, | don’t remember if he
said two or three hours.

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Uh, when he left there he was in tears. He was so, so distraught that he had, he
had to pull his car over and he sat there and cried.

Alright.

Uhm, he, he had, he felt he had to get an attorney. And uhm....

But he never said, there was never any discussion the, the day that this took
place we allowed him to call an attorney during this process?

Uh...

When we took his DNA?

Uh, he (sighs), and, and what...I'm sorry, say again for me. I'm sorry.

Uh, uh, uh, well, well did he say that he had to get an attorney after that, or, or
did he say that he was permitted to call an attorney during that process?

Uhm, well Dominic just said that he, he's uh, Lee said he felt he had to get an
attorney.

Okay.

And he had to get uhm, uh, George and Cindy | think had uhm, | don’t know who
their attorney was then. I'm not sure. I'm not even, I'm not sure that who they
had or if they even had one at the time. But uh, he for some reason....

At one time they had Mark NeJame working for the....

That, that’s who it was.

Okay.
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That's who it was, yeah (affirmative). And uh, Mark NeJame's uh, either told
them, or told uh, Lee that uh, uh, he would have to get you know, somebody
else. That he was representing his parents, and you know....

Right. |

That it shouldn’t be uh, all, all on one.

Okay.

And | don’t know if he ever did or not though.

This was all, this all came from Dominic?

Yes sir. Yes sir.

Did Dominic say he ever had any conversation with Mr. NeJame?

Uh, the only conversation, let me think. Conversation with NeJame's. Just uh,
the only thing you hear talking about NeJame's was that the guy was real sharp.
Uhm, described him physically.

Okay.

Because uhm, you know, |, | never saw the guy. | saw him on TV once, but |
didn’t know, you know, he's not the....

Right.

....you know, stature, you know, (inaudible)....

Right.

He’s kind of small and uh, he describes that. But so said the guy was brilliant.
Uhm....

(Coughs.)

...uh, I saw him in, | saw him on Nancy Grace a few times.

Okay.
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Uh, uh, the first couple times uh, the first time I'll tell you was pretty short. But
uh, one night he uhm, he uhm.....

This is you or Dominic? I'm, I'm....

Oh, I'm, I'm talking about myself.

Okay, (inaudible).

Now like | said, | saw NeJame's on uh...

Okay.

.1, I never met him.

Alright.

| never met him. Uh, but | just saw him on like | say, Nancy Grace. And at first |
thought he was a pretty good guy. But then uh, this one night he got really uhm,
you know and | mean Nancy....

Right.

...I'm not a big fan of Nancy Grace.

Right.

You know | like her show....

Right.

....but | don’t like her so much. But uh, he just came off as uhm, rude, you know.
Okay. Well let me ask you because uh, this is, well uh, |, I, | guess one of the
things that we're trying to sort out here, did...

Okay.

Was Dominic working for Mr. Baez, Mr. NeJame, or the Anthony’s, or, or do you
know?

Uh, for, oh, uh, uh, the (inaudible), uhm, for George and Cindy.

Okay, so Dominic is working for George and Cindy?
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Now he's got uh, uhm, he’s got, he showed me a con....and uh, | guess it's a
contract. Yeah (affirmative), | guess, uh, it would be. He's got some kind of a
signed contract with George and Cindy.

Okay.

Uh, | don’t know if it's like a professional ser...uh, you know, | don’t know if it's....
Right.

l, | never read it.

Right.

| just saw you know (inaudible). And he also has one with Casey too. And uh, |
guess uh....

Okay, Dominic has a, a signed contract with Casey and George and Cindy?
Some kind of, some kind of a, well 'm just saying contract. Some kind of an
agreement.

Okay.

You know, it's not like a, you know, | don't fhink it's a attorney drawn up....
Okay.

...thing.

An agreement for what?

Uhm, phh, |, like | said, | never read it. He just showed me his signature was at
the bottom.

Right.

| just remember uhm, Casey's signature looked like uh, it's like written in kind of
large script, you know.

What, what was the agreement for? | mean uh, what was it....

Uh, just uh....
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...it have to do with?

Just uh, somehow or another uh, phh, (sighs), I'm not sure. Just somehow or
another he’s going to have them sign a con...a contract with them so he could
eventually make money. You know, be paid. He's worked uh, he’s told me he,
he’s told me just recently he’s got over ninety thousand real money....

Right.

...real cash invested in this.

Uhm...

Uh-hum (affirmative).

Paid how?

Not counting...sir?

And then paid how, or uh, or was there like a contingency type thing, a portion of
something, or they were going to....

Just....

....pay him....

...Just, just he had some kind of a, he didn’t use the word professional, personal,
| think he said personal. Some kind of personal contract with Cindy....

Okay.

....uhm, and also with uhm, George and uhm, I'm, I'm sorry, Casey and then .
George and Cindy had you know, some kind of personal contract with each one
of them.

So he's working for both them, or (inaudible)?

No, no, no. The, | don’t know what the thing was with uh, with Casey. He's
working for George and Cindy.

Okay.
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Never, never, no, has never received a penny.

Right.

Okay, he's, he's, uh, got over a thousand hours uh, (inaudible) a couple months
he told me.

(Coughs.)

A couple months he told me he had over nine hundred hours into it, uh, actual
time.

Did he ever indicate where that money was going to come from?

(Sighs.) Well (sighs), at one point uhm, you know, they report on TV that...
Right.

...uh, they signed a book deal. That you know one time they had signed a, a TV
moVie deal.

Right.

Uh, he had told me that uh, you know, they had never received any money. And
at one point they had received a very, a very, a very small amount from | think it
was Good not, uh, it was Good Morning America. One of them, you know....
Right.

...for some, for some photographs, or photo shots or something.

Okay.

Uhm, uh....

Well did they indicate there was some sort of agreement to get paid later? |, I'm
not sure.

Yeah (affirmative), yeah (affirmative), yeah (affirmative), uh, that's what the
contract was. I'm sure that, I'm sure that he, he’s figuring that somewhere down

the line there is going to be (inaudible).
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He's figuring that, or somebody'’s told him that?

Uhm....

| mean is, is he just doing this out of the goodness of his heart? | mean is he....

Uhm, no, he's got, he uh, (laughs). He's got to pay bills. [, uh, I....
Right.

Quite frankly 1 don’'t know how uh, he....

Right.

...he, 1 don’t know if he could go, he must have had a lot of money saved
somewhere.

Right.

| don’t know how you can go six months without getting....

Right, | under....

....an income from somewhere.

Right.

You know? | mean | certainly (inaudible).

Well I, | guess, | guess we're trying to sort out, | mean you, you said he's got a
contract with Cindy....

Uh-hum (affirmative).

...and George and he’s got one with Casey.

Yes sir. | saw the one....

Uh....

...from Casey. I'm not sure....

(Inaudible.)

...| saw the one with Cindy and...

Alright.
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...George.

Alright, well earlier you said that he had one with both.

Yeah (affirmative), yeah (affirmative).

Uh, it, it is, did he, did, was there any discussion uh, about, about where that
money was coming from? Was it coming from, were, were, were, were George
and Cindy going to eventually pay him because they were going to go to work
somewhere and, and, or were they getting money from some TV network, or, or
was that, what was the discussion about that?

Well he, he never said anything about getting money from them from working.
Right.

You know? Uh, but I'm not sure what he charges a day. Normally you know, uh,
Dominic would ask me one time what, how much | made a day.

Right.

And normally when | do uh, insurance investigations....

Right.

...it's anywhere from two hundred to two-fifty a day.

Right.

Uh, and in some cases sometimes they’ll pay your gas or....

Okay.

...you know....

Okay.

...and hotel room, stuff like that.

Alright.

- Uhm, and | think, | think his set fee was like, | think he told me a hundred and, |

think a hundred....
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Did he say that he was getting....

| think a hundred and (inaudible) an hour.

...a set fee from George and Cindy and then a set fee from Casey?

Well he...

Or was it going to be a portion of something, or did, what, what, how, uh....
No, he, the, the only thing he ever said about money was uh, his normal rate is a
hundred and twenty-five dollars an hour.

Alright.

At one point he told me he had ninety thousand dollars of his money spent.
Right.

His real money spent. And he had about a thousand hours, about a thousand
hours into it.

Right.

If you would multiply a hundred and twenty-five dollars an hour times a
thousand....

Right.

...uhm, you know....

Right.

...the, the math is....

Right.

...they owe him a hundred and, you know....

| got you.

...whatever, plus expenses. Okay?

Alright. And....

And somewhere in....
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....and is that what he said he was getting from him or, or what did he say? |
mean we're trying to figure out....

Well he just said that was his rate. Y...

Okay.

You know.

Alright.

But, but again....

Well was he going to split that between George and Cindy and Casey, or, or do /
you, or do you know?

| don't even know.

Okay.

| don’t know.

Alright.

And what was your cut going to be?

Uhm, (laughs). My cut was going to be like uh, if he ever got paid....

Right.

...and these, these are his words.

Okay.

Not, I'm sorry, not if he ever got paid. When he got paid | would be taken care of.
Well, you know, uhm.....

Did he say, and when he said taken care of was, was there an amount with that?
| mean....

Well he asked me, he asked me like | said, like | told you one time what |, you
know what | made a day.

Right.
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And | told him it depended on the case.

Okay.

You know, it's some, and then that’s if you worked a full day. Sometimes you
only work a half....

Okay.

You know, split days...

Right.

...if you lose then, you're following somebody.

Okay.

Uh, he said that uh, he said, “Well that sounds fair.” He said, “That’s, that's a
decent rate.”

Alright.

So you know, now most of the time when | came down there and helped around
the house, you know, that was only....

Okay.

...like uh...

(Coughs.)

...some nights it was only....

Right.

...three hours. Some nights it was four hours. The longest was uh, one time
from like 0530 to like 0135....

Okay.

....in the morning. Uh, most time, like | say, it was four or five hours.

Okay.

Uhm, so like half days.
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